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DEDICATION. 



In the winter of 1812-13, a little circle of joung 
chUdren were accustomed to be amused by short 
tales, made at the moment, for their amusement 
and instruction. — ^The beneficial efiects which 
these little Stories produced in the conduct of the 
young listeners, first gave the idea of writing the 
following Tale; thus hoping to impress a more 
permanent advantage. In this hope an anxious 
Mother dedicates this little Woik to her six 
beloved children* 

DSYONSHISB. 



1 



CONTENTS. 



CHAPTEBL 
bTBODVOTioii. — A Core for Diieoiiteiit— The Mi»- 



CfUFTSB IL 



bettor than mel^ Sympathy. — ^Fine CIoAet often 
tronbleaome.— Wiihinf Yei^ Mirii • • 30 

CHAPTER IIL 

IIm fieiunimt if Widklagip^The lawnywea^ 
4 Coach.— ehauge produced 1^ m>hnuMt flrhwH 
pnnuhed • • • 45 



CHAPTEB it. 

Bamm w fe le n . T he PltaaaMa of ae h oifc' rf lut 
A d ti W a g i i ef apifcfag ftolli.— Tl^e fcetrt ae#ai4 i>r 
1i%oirf AiiitfoAktetf^]^«MI i 



r fonnnymen were like jfon 



,^ 



ALWAYS HAPPY. 



CHAPTER I. 

ItiTRoi»vcTtov.— A Care for Diicontent^-The MiBchiefr 

■ 

of Silly Fean. — Courage always amiable. 

In the neighborhood of a small country town 
lived Felix and his sister Serena. They loved 
each other tenderly, and were happy in having 
kind parents, who were always attenUve to 
their improvement and happiness. The father 
of Felix was not rich, but he was con- 
tented with what he had. His name was not - 
graced with any title of nobility: he was 
neither a lord nor a duke. He was simply an 
honest man ; a title self-teamed, and placing .^ 
its possessor amongst all good men. He was r" 
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compassioiiate, he was pious, and all his 
neighbors loved and respected him. 

Felix had many good qualities, but he had 
also ipapy faults; be was senietimes passionate, 
sometimes idle, sometimes self^onceited. Of 
these faults he knew he could cure himself, 
for his father had tcdd him so: and, though 
he was not remarkably clever, he had sense 
enough to resolve to conquer his faults. In 
the end, as might be expected, he succeeded : 
and you will hear how, by his constmt 
^ideav4)vs, he grew up to be almost as good a 
roan as his father. 

Serena was younger than her brother ; she 
was not a pretty little girl, but she looked so 
clean, so good-humoured, and so cheerful, that 
die was loved by all who knew her ; nobody 
^vef %i6ugjbt whether she was handsome or 
not. ' Yet Serena^ like her brother, someliflaes 
in wrong. She was apt to cjry aheut tnflefli 
jpis very carel^ and fo^rge^y, a&d, in sb<Mt, 
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Vke most tittle children, had many faults to be 

corrected* Yet, by mmdiiig all her motlier 

said to her, and every day trying to improve 

by little and little, I assure you, she became a 

▼ery amiaMe, sensible woman. 

Though faults can be certainly, they cannot 

be easily, cured. Those who "have the 

greatest faults to amend, must of course have 

the most merit when they do conquer them. 

When Felix, in the midst of a sulky fit, 

reasoned himself into a good temper, and, 

instead of sullen looks, turned to his sister 

with a good-humoured smile, his heart alwslys 

told him 1k)w properly he was behaving. 

And when Serena, in the midst of her tears, 

recollected for what a silly tjrifle she cried, the 

moment she wiped her eyes and became 

cheerful, she felt a kiqid pleasure, which all 

must feel when^ey heartily try to do what is 

right. • 

Now the methods by which this Utile boy 
2 
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aad tbb little girl learned to improve im 
kaowledge and ia virtue, and the happy Hie 
they led, will| I think, make a very prel^ 
story, and amuse us all, I dare say, very much* 

It was Winter ; the snew lay thick on the 
ground, the frost had hardened the water, and 
the c(Jd was very severe. 

<' Ob ! how cold it is> how v^ odd 1 ^ 

said Serena, and her little face seemed drawing 

• * 

up into a cry. "True, my love," said her 
mother, '^ we are all cold; and we must bear it 
patiently." Serena looked b^ if she would 
not bear it patiently : her mother went on-— 
"Think, ray Serena, how many poor little 
cbildnen have other evits, as great as the frost, 
to bear,'and those in addition to it. Without 
clothes, without food, without^ fire, think what 
they must sufier." — ". But, mamma, to think 
they are worse does not make me better."-— 
'^It ought to make ypu more patient, since 
you have so much less to suSEet ; it ought to 
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BOftke you thankful, since you have so much 
more to eQJ<^, Look at this warm frock, this 
blazing fii^, this bowl of smoking bread and 
milk ! are not these comforts, Serena ? " — 
*^ Oh ! yes, mamma, great comfort," smacking 
her lips, as she tasted her nice breakfaist. 
''And arl. you particularly good, that you 
should possess such advantages above hundreds 

of little starving girls ? " Serena blushed, and 

» 

put down her spoon. /*'! feamot, mamma." 
— " Well, then, my love, tiy to tfeank a good 
God who has been so bountiful to you, by 
gratefully and cheerfully enjoying the many 
blessings He has showered upon you; and, 
mnce your. own lot can produce only smiles, 
let the next t^ar I see twinkling in your eye 
come there for the real sorrowi of anotbes, not 
fi)r the fancied woes of yourself." As her 
mother said this, she kissed her little Serena^ 
and the happy child felt in her heart that she 
(md indeed a great deal to be ihankful ip; 
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l^'elix now entered the room wi^h a glowing 
face, tnd, running up to his mother, *^ Oh ! 
mother," said he, ** here is a poor, shivering, 
old roan at the door — may I give him some- 
thing? You know, I was the best child 
yesterday." " Well, then, take your reward : 
here are some halfpence, go, give them to the 
poor, shivering, old man." Felix joyfully 
executed the commission, and, when he 
returned, told his sister that the old man had 
said "God bless you, my dear!" — ^**I hope," 
answered Serena, "that I shall behave the 
best to-day, and then to-morrow somebody 
shall say so to me." — "What is all this?" 
said their father. "I thought, my dear," 
turning to his wife, "I thought you nevei 
relieved common street-beggars, such as this 
man was." — "Nor do I," replied his wife, 
: " at any other season of the year ; but at 
Christisffits, I find, it is a general practice for 
evefl^ousekeeper to contribute his mite, by 
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which means a useftil sum is collected ; I 
therefore add my little offering to the itore." 
— ^''And whichever of the children behaves 
best you make your almoner ? " — " I do." — 
"Then, my love, be assured you make the 
best possible use of your mite.'' The break- 
fast was now over. The children flew eagerly 
to their books ; reading, writing, and spelling, 
each came forward in turn. Felix and his 
father devoted half an hour to Latin grammar, 
whilst S^ena, bringing her stool, sat down to 
work by her mother; she was hemming a 
handkerchief for her brother,, and as her fingers 
swiftly passed over her woik, her little tongue 
was equally busy. — "Pray, mamma, when 
shall I learn music ? " — " I do not think, 
Serena, you will ever learn it.'' — "Never 
learn music ! Why, mamma, I thought every 
body learned it; you know you have." — 
^^ Yes, my dear, because I had a goodfdeal of. 

leisure." — "And so have I, I am sujce."— 

2* 
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'* And yet, Serena, though you bare to moeh 
time, I do not find that your brother's haod* 
kerchief is finished yet." — ^* But that is such 
tedious work, the same thing oyer and over 
again." — ^* And do you think you could learn 
music without going over and over again? 
Nothing, you know, requires more persever- 
ance than learning to play on a pianoforte. 
Did not Miss Wood tell us she had practised 
six hours a day for many years?" — "Yes, 
mamma." — "And what else did she say?'* 
— "I remember, for it surprised rne very 
much ; she said that now she did not open 
her instiiiment once in a month." — " But yet 
she had time ? " — " Oh ! yes, because she 
said she made all her father's shirts, which he 
would have bad made out of the house, but 
she preferred doing them." — "Then, I sup- 
pose, having tried both, she found needlework 
one of the most amusing as well as the most 
useful employments." — " Then, shall I never 
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learn aDything but needleworic ? " — "I hope 
jou will : but you must learn that well first, 
lor it is necessary. Music> drawing, and 
dancing are unnecessary, and must therefore 
be only thought of as amusements : as such, 
should your taste dispose you to any of these 
acquirements, I shall very willingly allow you 
to follow them."— "But French I shall 
certainly learn ? " — " Yes, French is now 
almost become a necessary part of education, 
and I hope you will not only read it, but 
speak it." — "I am sure I shall never have 
courage to speak it." — "Do not be sure, 
Serena ; suppose yourself in company with a 
Frenchwoman, who could not speak one word 
of English ^ would not you be happy to relieve 
her distress, and address her in her own 
language?" — "Yes, if I had resolution." — 
" You must never want resolution to do what 
IS right. As soon as you have deterniined 
what is most prop^ for you to do, you must 
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•teftdilf perfotiB it, whttever exeitioii it mty 
eost you. I would not have my Seram 
tliought bold or forward, but I hope I shall 
always see her possess a modest confideDCe, 
However, your work is finished ; we wiH 
therefore talk more of thb another time ; now 
bring your bonnet and coat, and we will take 
our morning's walk.*' — ^'^In the snow?"— 
''On the roads the snow is trodden down, and 
we sh^Il find a good path." 

The walk did not prove so unpleasant as 
Serena expected, and she returned home with 
an excellent appetite for her dinner. The day 
closed m early, and the family drew round 
their cheerful fire. ''And now, papa," said 
Felix, "do tell us a story; you know we 
dearly love stories, and this is just the time to 
enjoy them.** His fiither smiled — " Will you, 
then, promi^ to be quiet? I do not like 
talking in a noise."-—" Indeed I will be very 
•till," cned Felix. "And I too," exclaimed 
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Serena, << I will be as still as a mouse ! '' — 
** A mouse is not always still, Serena : and I 
can tell you a tale where a mouse frightened 
two Kttle girls moat terribly." — "A mouse 
frighten giris! Nay, now, papa, you are 
only joking." '^ No, I assure you I read it in 
a clever book, and ,1 dare say it was true."—' 
*^Pray, then, dear papa, let us hear how a 
mouse could be so terrible."— " You are 
mistaken, Serena; the mouse was a very 
pretty mouse, and, except in nibbling bread 
and cheese, perfectly harmless ; it was only 
the girls that were silly ; but you shall hear. 
One fine moonlight night, two tired girls went 
to bed ; they had been spending the day with 
a kind aunt, who had given them a nice plum* 
cake. Now this cake was too large to be 
eaten at once ; it was therefore deposited in a 
box that stood on a table in their chamber. 
The lid of the box had been broken : it could 
not therefore be properly shut. The littlr 



girls, tenderly kx;ked in ea^h other's uu^ 
iooQ fell sweedy asleep* Silence reiped 
troand, and their slumbers remained long 
unbroken : at length a p«or little balf-4tar7ed 
mouse crept from her hiding-place in the waii^ 
scot, and began peeping about in the hope of 
finding sofBething to satisfy her appetite. It 
was not long before the smell of the rich cake 
directed her to the box on the table ; she 
carefully crept into it, and with rapture 
devoured its contents. A slight noise m the 
adjoining room, and the distant mewing of a 
cat, alarmed the timid plunderer ; she attempt- 
ed to spring from the box, but in her firight she 
drew it to the edge of the table, whence it fell 
to the fioor, with a loud crash, and^ turning 
oyer in the iaM, secured the poor mouse 
beneath it. The unusual noise awakened the 
sisters. ^ Bless me 1 ' cried one, almost breath- 
less with fear and surprise, ^ Bless me ! Ana, 
what can thM noise ba?' — 'It was very 



tirrible ndeed/ replied Aqb; 'I cannot 
•eeeant for it| but I dare saj it will do us no 
btno.' — 'No baim? Oh! it must do Hi 
harm.' — * Why, Mary, I nerer heard of a noist 
Imrting any body/ said Add, laughiog at bar 
waier.^-^But it may be robbers, dear Ana; 
^fhat shall we do ? '*— ^ Be quiet, certainly ; if 
it be robbers, we shall hear mcMre ; they canaol 
bag keep still.'-—' Dear me, how you talk I 
aad I am so frightened I ' — ^'But pray do n^ 
be frightened ; for, depend upon it, thieves do 
not break into houses to steal little girls,^--« 
'Indeed, indeed, I cannot lie still.' — 'But, 
dear Mary, what shall we do?' — 'I don^t 
Imow ; you are the eldest, you must advise 
me.' — 'I advbe you to go to sleep. Fw why 
should we disturb the servants, who are aH 
com&rtably asleep? Akid, indeed there i» 
notfauig to fear.' As she said this, the kind 
and sensible Ann drew aside the curtain ; aady 
ike moon shining dear into the room, they 
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quickly perceived the box oyerthtewo. At 
tbis they both laughed; and, in formiiig 
various conjectures how it could possibly have 
£illen from the table, they again fell asleep 
Early the next morning, their mother, as 
usual, entered their chamber, and was imme- 
diately informed of their last night's wonderful 
adventure. She was much amused by the 
conjectures each had formed respecting this 
magical overthrow, and very frankly declared 
she thought it had been occasioned by a 
mouse. *No, indeed, mother,' said Mary, 
*you must be wrong; a mouse could not 
possibly move this great box.' — ^ I do not say 
a mouse could move this box to any distance, 
but I think, by its endeavors to get to the cake, 
it might so shake it as to draw it to the edge 
of the table, and then you know a slight touch 
would cause it to fall.' — * Oh ! but the noise 
we heard was so great ! It was greater than 
a hundred mice .eould make. I am sure it 
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could not be a mouse,' — 'You are very- 
positive, little giri, said her mother ; ^ however, 
we will take up die box^ and the scattered 
cake/ She did so, and instantly the poor 
imprisoned mouse rushed across the room^ and 
darted into her hole. Mary screamed. ' My 
dear child, why that scream ? will it preserve 
you from danger? Or is it only to show how 
very silly you can be ? ' Mar}' blushed. * Do 
you think yourself or the poor little animal 
which has just escaped from us, has most cause 
for fear ? You, whose single hand could not 
only seize the body> but crush the life, of the 
unprotected, feeble mouse. Fie, Mary ! you 
make me ashamed of you. But perhaps you 
wt)uld wish to be pitied for your delicate 
wej^kness?' — <Jio indeed, mother.' — 'I say 
no indeed, too, Mary : and beg of you to try 
rather to be respected for your lesolution, than 
despised, as you surely must be, for such 

contemptible fears.' " 
3 
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^ Papffy that is indeed a ditdl stofy," said 
Serena. '^I am thinking," cried Felix^ ^\£ 
this had happened on a dark night without the 
moon to show the box on the floor, what 
Mary would have done."— *'^ I suppose she 
would have alanned all the family," said his 
mother. <'Tes," added his father, '^and then, 
after all the confusion, behold the poor mouse 
discovered as the cause of her unfounded 
fears ! " — ^' How they would all have laughed 
at her ! " exclaimed Serena : '^ yet, mamma, 
I have seen grown-up ladies frightened at less 
things than a mouse. J remerooer a spidet 
frightened Mrs. — ^^ Hush ! my love, 

never rememoer the silly or improper actions 
of your friends. Spiders certainly are a very 
insufficient cause for fear ; and since we think 
so^ let us> endeavor to conquer all such 
weaknesses. By the ex^ion of a little sense^ 
this may ea^ly be done, particularly by young 
people. And one of the best means of con* 






qneriog fear is instantly to inre^gate its 
A friend of nine, going at night bto ber 
chamber, by chance extinguished her candle; 
in attempting to grope her way to the door, 
she was startled by something that appeared, 
though very indistinctly, like a white figure 
standing near the window. She paused for a 
moment ; but, instantly recollecting herself, 
walked boldly up to the object ; and what do 
you think it was ? Nothing more nor less than 
her own long white dressing-gown, which she 
herself had hung there, and on which the dim 
light from the window shone." — ^'^That was 
laughable indeed." — " Yes ; and I myself had 
also an equally curious adventure. Your dear 
grandmother was often an invalid. In one of 
her illnesses, I was her nurse, and often, 
during the night, had occasion to go into 
different parts of the house. One night, 
something was required fiK>m the closet of oar 
common sitting-room. I descended slowly 
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down the creakiog stairs^ and, entering the 
foofoif soon found what I wanted Hastily 
returning, I was a good deal surprised by 
observing a strong light play on the opposite 
wall, after my candle was removed mto the 
passage. This I could not account lor, as the 
fire was out, and myself the only person 
moving about the house."— '" Dear mammai 
what are you going to tell us?" '^I put 
down my light on the stairs, and resolved on 
discovering whence this phenomenon, and 
boldly returned into the room. The miracu** 
lous light still beamed. What could it be? 
That was soon explained, for, turning round, 
I found that the light from my candle, entering 
through the half-opened door, gleamed on a 
large mirror, which reflected the rays to the 
opposite wall. This was a plain and simple 
effect. I was satisfied, and quickly returned 
to my expecting invalid." — ^'^Have you no 
more such charming stories?"— ^^ I do not 
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remember any more just now ; beiidesy your 
supper-hour is arrived.'' — ^''Oh! but we do 
not want our supper now ; we would rather 
have more stories." — "Every thing in its 
peoper place ; we must never jostle out one 
business for another ; we must now attend to 
our evening occupations. Yet let me, before 
we< quit the subject, entreat you to bear these 
Ihtle stories in your mind ; and never, by want 
of resolution, hoard up for yourselves the misery 
of groundless fears. Be assured, courage is 
equally amiable in woman as in man: and 
that the moment we begin to pity the fanci- 
fully timid, we also begin to despise. Fear 
nothing but to do wrong.'' 



8* 
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CHAPTER n. 

A Bemedy toe PeeTitfaiieM.«-ActiTe AniitMice batter Am 
uselew Sympathy. — ^Fine Clothes often troobletome.^ 
Wishing very foolish. 

In a few days the snow had disappeared ; jel 
a keen frost continued to bind the earth. 
The sun shone cheerfully, and Felix, after his 
morning's avocations, had been enjoying, with 
his sister, the beauty of the weather. Tired 
at length with play, he stood watching some 
laborers at work in an adjoining field, till the 
cold seized on his hands and fingers. Shiv- 
ering and cross, he returned to the parlor, 
where his mother sat at work. The fire soon 
relieved his chilled fingers, but a discontented 
gloom hung on his countenance. The watch 
pointed at twelve. Felix wanted his dinner, 
and was angry that the time did not pass 






« 

quicker/ Hb sister^ in endeavoring to reach 
the fire, very slightly touched bis elbow ; this 
he called beating him : and he was altogether 
so peevish, that at last his mother asked him 
what was the matter. Felix did not answer, 
(or he really did not know what was the 
matter with himself. "Are you cold, my 
* dear ? " — " No, mother." — " Are you hun- 
gry ? " — " No, mother." — " Yet you wish for 
your dinner ? " — " Yes, because that will pass 
away the time a little." — "Pass away the 
time, Felix ! * the precious time ! ' for every 
moment of which we are to be accountable to 
God. Surely, my dear boy, you do not think 
of what you say ! Can time be recalled, that 
thus you would throw it away ? It was only 
yesterday you wished the morning had been an 
hour longer, and to-day you are going to throw 
an hour away." " Ah 1 but yesterday I. was 
happy." "And are you unhappy to-day, 
Felix ? " " No, not quite unhappy, but very 



uQComfbrtabla." — ^^ Are yoo sick ? ^— ^< Ilo^ 
mother." — ^^ Are you in pain ? " — " No, mo- 
ther."-— ^< Neither sick nor in pain, neither 
hungry no cold, and yet very uncomfortable 1 
Ah ! Felix, I see what is the noatter with you, 
—you are discontented ; and, by giving way 
to your ill->bumor, you are making both your 
sister and me suffer from it." Felix looked 
down. "Now, as it is always my wish to 
remove all your complaints and teach you, by 
being good, to be always happy, I will shew 
you what I think will prevent you ever again 
being discontented. Go and ask the cook for 
that mug of gruel I bade her make: you, 
Serena, shall carry this parcel of soft linen, 
and we will visit the poor woman who lies 
ack m the village." The gruel was brought ; 
and Felix, carrying it, walked silently beside 
bis mother. They soon reached the cottage : 
on entering it, they were met by an old 
woman, who, in spite of age and infirmity. 
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was busily occupied in washing ; a young pA, 
lea years old, the eldest of six cbildreii, was 
cleaning . potatoes for their homely dinner. 
The oth«r children were playing in different 
parts of the xooni. The father was absent, 
having left hb cobbler's stall to fetch some 
medicines for hb wife. Felix followed his 
mother up a broken staircase, which opened 
into the only chamber the cottage afforded. 
Here, on a low bed without curtains, lay the 
sufl^ring invalid* By over exertions for her 
young family, she had by some means sprained 
her arm, which, from mbmanagement, had 
gathered to a sore. The wound had become 
exquisitely painful ; and, though she uttered no 
complaint, the large drops that trickled down 
her pale face proved how greac was her 
suffering. 

Serena was affected to tears. Her mother 
kindly addressed the poor woman : *' I fear 
you are in great pain«" '^Yes, madam. 
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indeed I am."— ^' But you do not eonpiuH/* 
— -'< Noy surely, madam, that would do no 
good, but only distress my family.'' .Fdii 
looked at his mother, whilst his heart sereiely 
smote him. The woman contmued, <^ Alael 
madam, my greatest pain is to be such t 
trouble to all around me ; such an expense 
to my husband. "-^^< Be comforted, good 
woman; your patience deserves our best 
assistance: and, be assured, you shall have 
it." — ^^ God bless you, madam ! God rewaid 
you for what you have abeady done lor me ! '^ 
The scene was now beginning to be too 
affecting ; Serena's tears were accompanied 
by half-suppressed sobs ; her mother todc h&r 
hand, and, promising to call again, hastily left 
the cottage. 

As they walked home, she asked Fdix. 
what he thought of the scene be had just 
witnessed. '' Think ! Oh ! mother, I feel I 
should never be discontented again." ^^LiOt 



* 

the fesdutioR sink in your heart, my cUtd^ 
and teach you not only to pity the sorrows of 
your fellow-creatures, but also to remember 
the many blessings by which you are surround- 
ed. You see that, even in the greatest bodily 
anguidh, patience can lessen the suffering; 
but when enjoying, as you now do, health, 
youth, and vigor, it is wicked to have your 
brow clouded by glooms." "Indeed, mother, 
I do think I never shall be gloomy again." 

** I hope not ; it is our duty to be cheerful ; 
it is our duty to enjoy the good bestowed on 
us : and if you try, depend upon it you will 
find something or other that can always cheer 
and enliven you. But, my gentle Serena, 
pray wipe away these tears. I do not blame 
you for having felt so much ; sympathy is due 
to distress ; but shall I tell you what is even 
better than weeping over the miseries of 
another ? " — " What, mamma ? " — « Endea- 
voring to relieve them." — " Ah, if I could do 
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that ! '' — ^^ Dry your eyes, tbeD, and tluok if 
there is not anythiDg you can do. Whikt 
you continue to cry, you may hurt yourself, 
but you cannot benefit the object of your 
comniiseration." — ^* There, now I have wiped 
my eyes : now tell me what such a poor little 
weak child as I can da"--«>'' You are little, 
certainly, and not very strong ; yet I believe 
you have as much use of your fingers as I 
have." — ^'^ Mamma, I know what you mean, 
— ^work for her." — " Yes, my love ; did you 
not observe how much her bed-gown was 
tattered, and her cap worn out ? " — " Oh ! 
yes, yes, dear mamma ; let us go directly 
home, and set to work." — " Though I am not 
fond of doing things in a hurry, yet in so good 
a cause we will set aside common rules, and 
make all the haste in our power." — ^' I can do 
nothing," said Felix, sorrowfully. "Indeed, 
brother, you can ; if papa will let you, I 
mean."— « What, Serena ?"—« Why, have 
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yoo nol a shflliDg ia your box ? '' ^^ To b^ 
mme I have ; bow glad I am it *is not ispent ! 
And see I papa is coming to meet os. I will 
directly ask bis leave to give my shilling to 
the poor woman." His &ther not only 
aasested to his request, but added another 
shilling to the store. The evening was hap* 
pily spent : Serena worked very fast and very 
well ; a new cap and bed-gown were completed 
by her and her mother* The next morning 
the party again visited the cottage* With a 
beating heart, Felix made his little offering ; 
with sparkling eyes, Serena produced her 
handywork. As she assisted the woman in 
putting on the bed-gown, bor mother, in a 
whisper, asked if this was not better than only 
giving her useless tears to the poor sufferer. 
'^ Better, indeed, mamma; ahl how much 
better ! " — " Learn, then, my dear little girl, 
to check, rather than encourage, that sensi- 
bility which renders us useless to those for 
4 
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whom we feel ; and engrave it on your heaify 
that one active exertion of our power, howev* 
small or humble, b worth a whole age of 
Indolent unassisting pitj." 

Thej now returned home, and Felit bte* 
tened to find his father, and inform him of aH 
that bad passed. His father was in the 
parlor, chattmg with some visiters. Felix 
knew that this was not the time to speak ; 
he therefore waited patientlj till he should be 
alone. He heard, however, with surprise, 
that his father, in a mild but firm manner, 
declined subscribing to some charity which 
was spoken of, and which was to be advertised 
in the newspapers. As soon as the guests 
withdrew, " Do tell me, ray dear father, why 
you did not subscribe to that charity just 
now." — ^'l could not afford it." — "And 
yet you have always money for our poor 
neighbors; and last week, you know, you 
gave soup to every cottager."—" Very true. 



t 



f*«lix; that certaioljr cost money : aad 
beoftuse I have done that, I cannot give 
money now* I am not able to subscribe to 
both public and private charity ; I prefer the 
latter, because I have the objects immediately 
iwder my observatbn. I wish I could do 
both ; those are happy who can : but I will 
fiever draw fiom the board sacred to my 
c4iefcure neighbor, to place my name in a 
public print, and leave the helpless villager 
unnoticed, that I may ostentatiously blazon 
my charity to the world* Do you understand 
me, Felix ? " — " Perfectly, papa : you approve 
of charity in any form, and for any motive ; 
but you think private charity the most bene- 
fietl/' — ^'^ Exactly so; and now tell me the 
history of your morning's adventure." Felix 
very Mlingly described what he had seen ; 
and, being soon joined by bis mother and 
sister, tbex all continued talking some time on 
the subject* 4Berena lamented she had nothing 

9. 
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to bestow. " You have gircn year time, my 
dear; and what other gift could be equally 
valuable from you, or equally useful to them ? '' 
replied her mother. <<But, mamma, shall I 
never have money to give?" — "I hope you 
will; as soon as you are old enough, your 
papa and I intend to allow you a certain sum 
for your clothes and other expenses." "I 
shall be glad of that ; because then I can be 
very, very careful, and save something for the 
poor, and do as you often have done, mamma^ 
— ^go without a new cap, or a new ribbdn, and 
give the money they would have cost to the 
sick and needy. How much I shall lik6 
that !" — " I am glad, my little girl, thsrt your 
wish for riches is m connected, with the 
intentions of benevolence. I hppe ft will 
always be so. As long as you dreff.neatljr 
and clean, and 'do iupt require me to itiake up 
the deficiencies of your wardrobe, Ijpnall think 
you quite at liberty to |?ve a%ay*^what you 
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please.''— '^ Oh I mammft, I vUl take care 
never to want things that are necessary to 
inake me neat ; for, if you were to have to 
buy shoes for me, it would be your money, 
and not mine, you know, that was bestowed 
in charity/' — '^ I see you understand the rights 
of property, Serena," said her father, smiling. 
'^ As it is now my turn to speak, I will tell 
you something that will, I am sure, ^ve you 
pleasure. You are going to spend to-morrow 
nt your grandpapa's : you will meet your 
cousins there, and, I hope, spend a very 
happy day together." 

<< We shall be sure to be happy, for grand- 
papa is so kmd : and we shall have plenty of 
play, for my cousins love play dearly," said 
Felix. " Yes," said Serena, <^ and *tbJ|^ are 
alwayMn||||t|^so smart ! Pray, mamma, what 
dress sMl I wear to-iiionow ? " — *^ The same 
as usual, l^erena — a clean white frock." '^ And 

no sash, maoma : ao pretty blue shoes, like 
4# 
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mj eousios' ? ^' — *^ No, mj dear : a sash k 
perfectly useless ; and as for blue shoes, thef 
are too expensive." Serena sighed. "Wffl 
your grandpapa love you less in plain clothes?'^ 
— •" No, mother/' exclaimed Felix, ** I am sura 
he won't; for we all think Serena is his 
favorite." — "What can that be for, I won- 
der!" — "I suppose, because she is the best 
tempered." Serena smiled. "Or, do you 
think, my love, you will be more comfortable 
in blue than black shoes?" Serena looked 
at her brother. Felix laughed, and said, " I 
understand your looks, Serena. Do you knoW| 
mother, that, at our very last visit, my cousins 
could not go with us to see a beautiful new 
peacock grandpapa kept in the yard, because 
they were afraid of dirtying their pretty blue 
shoes ; and cousin Fanny cried for ka hour 
because she had stiuned hec sash with pre* 
serves." — '^ So much for the joys of a smart 
dress ; besides which, kt me reihind you, that 
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your tnele is much richer than your ptpa ; 
and, therefore, your aunt can afibrd with 
propriety to do many things that I cannot." — 
^ Tes, I know she has a carriage and horses : 
ah! I wish you were as rich, mamma." 
** Thank you, my love ; but I am very happy 
with what I tiave, and I could only, be happy 
if I had mdre." Serena paused. ''But, 
mamma, when we s^ so many rkher than 

ourselves, we cannot help thinking " *'Of 

how many are poorer/* said her mother, 
interrupting her. ** But that I did not recol- 
lect just now."—" Yet now is the very 
moment you ought to think of it : you are 
not very rich, and therefore free from many 
vexations attendant on money ; you are not 
poor, and therefore secured from the miseries 
of want. Placed in a middle station, thank 
God for the unembittered blessings He has 
given you." — "Yet still, mamma, I cannot 
think money brings care, as you say. Now 



irfiat can oaa ^ere be in riding in a eonch}" 
-^** I eannot •nter more into tbe sobject ww^ 
Serena; and^ therefore, onlj beg you nrfiS 
exert your own sense. Obsenre what happens 
aroond jou. I may one day find yen aoknew* 
ledgingy that eren riding in a coach is not 
always a pleasure.'* 
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CHAPTER m. 

Tbe Fleasnre* of Walking.^The lacooTemeiices of • 
Coach. — ChaDge pvoduoed by Ill-hiimor. — GFeedinoM 
pmuihed. 

Early the next morning, Serbia sprang raosi 
joyfully from her bed : the sun was just 
beginning to beam ; tbe robin redbreast was 
twittering its solitary, yet sweet, notes; all 
nature looked cheerful, and the heart of Serena 
danced with joy. Felix met bis sister in the 
parlor, and they talk over the pleasures of the 
coming day. — ^They had each dressed them- 
selves with the greatest neatness. Serena's 
frock was white as snow; her cheeks, just 
washed with clear cold water, bloomed like 
two roses ; her hair was nicely combed, and ^^ 
hung in easy curls on hef clean forehead, and 
her eyes sparkled with good humor. Felix, 
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as he kissed her, could not help thmkiog, that 
all the fine clothes in the world would not 
have madei her look better than she now did 
Their kind parents indulged their eagerness 
and the breiJcftst appeared somewhat earlk 
than usual. When it was oyer, S^nena put on 
her warm coat, and, her father taking her b} 
one huid, and Felix hj the other, they set off 
fer the house of their grandfather. — ^The frost 
bad dried the roads, and hung glittering oa 
each spray. Felix often stopped to obserre 
the grass and leaves, that shone as if gemmed 
by diamonds. The au: breathed fresh, and, 
though they had a mile to walk, they very soon 
found themselves at their grandfather's door ; 
indeed, almost too soon, for they had discover- 
ed so much to admire-^the ponds adorned 
with fantastic pSes of ice that spread out into 
a variety of shapes, the boys skating on the sur- 
face, the whistling of the distant woodman,«the 
stroke of his axe as its sound followed its sighu 
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^ Pkpd/' said Fdk, breathless with surprise, 
^how is it that we can see the blow, before 
we hear die sound? Both must happen 
together." — ^* Both do happen together ; but 
tfoupd trarels so much slower than sight/' — 
'* Sound travel, papa!'* — ^**Yes, my dear, 
the progress it makes, from the place whence 
ft issues to our sense of hearing, I call 
traTelling. Does not thunder follow lightning 
at a greater or less interval ? " — *^ Yes, papa." 
— ^** Yet thejr are both emitted together. Thus, 
by the time that elapsies between the thunder 
and the flash of lightning, its distance from us 
can be calculated. However, this subject is 
too difficult for you at present : and, besides, 
we are arrived at the end of our walk." 

Grp.ndpapa received his guests with his 
usual kindness and afiection : scarcely were 
they seated by the blazing fire, when a hand- 
some coach drew up to the deer, and Felix 
saw his aunt and four cousins alight from it. 
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H^ke were new greeriii(s-*-em]r bodf wtt 
talking, and all was joj and hilarity. Seraw, 
in the gaiety of her heart, descpbed the beaulj 
of their walk**—^^ Dear cousiii, did not the icei 
look beautifiali like stars and spears, aod X 
don't know what pretty things? And were 
not the leaves shining with a thousand dia* 
monds? The grass, too, edged with such a 
silvery fiinge ! " 

'<Why, Serena,'' answered h^ cousin, 
'^ how could we see all these chamung things ? 
You know we were boxed up in the coach." 
— ^^ I had forgotten : but then you heard the 
birds singing; and, cousin, did you observe 
the woodman on the opposite side of the 
river ? I have something clever to tell you 
about him." — '^ How could I bear any thmg 
but the rattling of the wheels ? " Serena was 
confounded; she turned her eyes upon her 
father : he smiled, and, taking her hand, softly 
said, <<You find, Serena, walking has some 



« 

]^i^t8U|n8, wUcfa a ooach cannot indulge/' 

He then loeie to return home, as his wife was 

ajone and would expect him, " Do not send 

bt your childroi," said their aunt : << I will 

see th&n both safely home in tbe coaeb.'' 

This was a most welcome {noposal to Felix 

and his sisteri who, with added alacrity, bade 

adieu to their father, and now followed their 

cousins into a large room prepared for them. 

Here grandpapa distributed to each of them 

aome new toys; th^, bidding them to be 

merry, be left diem till the dinner-hour. 

A scene of much merriment ensued; many 

games were played, many stories told, many 

songs sung. Now they danced, and now 

skipped ; good humor reigned amongst them, 

and they were happy. By degrees, they 

began to tire; some complained of hunger, 

some of cold; UI humor was creeping into 

their hearts, and of course turned all their 

good to evil* The room was equally wairn.« 
5 
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the toys equally pretty ; yet the first appealed 
uncomfortable, and the last were thrown by in 
disgust. Felix could not help recalling the 
words of his father, that much pleasure would 
cease to please; and that in a mixture of 
Idihoit and amusement, there was the greatest 
enjoyment of both: he also considered their 
murmurs as highly ungrateful to their kind 
grandfather, who had done so much to make 
them happy. Very earnestly, therefore, he 
endeavored to prevail on the little party to 
resume their sports ; with his sister, he quickly 
succeeded; but his cousins were quarrelling 
amongst themselves ^bout their respective 
toys. Felix offered to exchange his own with 
them ; Serena did the same : they were willing 
to do any thing else their cousins chose. But 
no — ^Felix found, to his sorrow, that, when 
children are sullen and quarrelsome, nobody 
can oblige them. Afraid of making them 
worse, be drew Serena to the other side of 
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the rooni) and amused her and himself \^itfa a 
book, g^ven him with the toys. The four 
cousins became more cross every minute* 
they scolded each other for what was the fault 
of all ; and, at last, their passion made them 
so forgetful of themselves, that from words 
they proceeded to blows. What sight can be 
more shocking ! Four brothers and sisters 
fighting and beating each other ! Poor Serena 
turned pale with fear, and, throwing her arms 
round her brother, seemed to cling to him for 
protection. Felix tenderly kissed her ; and, 
holding her firmly in his stouter arms, assured * 
her nothing should hurt her. The noise of 
the combatants soon brought grandpapa to the 
field of action. When he entered the room, 
how was he afiected ! — On the four violent 
fighters he looked with anger and disgust ; but 
the tender attitude of Felix and the trembling 
Serena melted him to tears of admiration ; he 
fondly clasped them Ih bis arms, and exeisum- 



58 ALWAT8 HAPFT. 

ed, *'My own two dear cliOdreii ! God bless 
you ! God will bless you, for He looks down 
with benignity on each family of love.' The 
mother of the rode quarrellers now appeared ; 
how was she shocked, how did best heart ache, 
when she viewed these four children, for whom 
she had long felt an equal affection, whom she 
had long beheld with equal anxiety, now dis- 
torted by rage, and vociferating with ill 
humor! But we will not dwell on such a 
frightful scene — convmced tiiat our young 
readers, with one voice, must resolve never 
to give a cause of equal complaint to their 
own parents ; but, like the affectionate FeKx 
and his sister, prove through life the comfort 
and joy of all who love them, and the dearest 
and firmest friends of each other. By the 
friendly interference of Felix, his aunt' wa« 
prevailed upon to forgive this most dbtressing 
outrage. His cousins were somewhat calmed ' 
but how different did every thing appear to 
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tbem now^ firom what it did when at first tbey 
gaily entered the play-room ! In vain they 
declared everything was changed : — ^poor chil- 
dren ! the only change was in their own 
hearts. 

Dinner was announced^ and the party sat 
down with excellent appetites. The beef and 
the plum-pudding were both highly extolled. 
Serena, indeed, found the latter so good, that 
she was just going to send her plate for a 
second slice of it, when Felix reminded her 
how rich it was, and, like a good sensible 
child, she immediately determined not to have 
any more. Her sense was here rewarded; 
for one of her cousins who would eat a great 
deal more, in spite of the admonitions of her 
mother, was taken so very sick, that she was 
obliged to be carried from table, and lay upon 
a bed most of the afternoon. — ^The rest drew 
round the cheerful fire, ate biscuits and apples, 

and heard some entertaming stories fix)m their 
5* 
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grandpapa. Tea now foHowed; and, 90M 
after, the coach that was to convey them afli 
home, drove up to the door* Feluc and 
Serena had spent a most happy day ; they 
loved their kind grandfath^, yet they veiy 
cheerfully bade him good-b'ye ; for they knew 
they were about to return to a happy home, 
where they should meet their affectionate 
parents ; and, by describing all their past joys 
to them, would enjoy them a second time. 
With light hearts, therefore, they skipped into 
the carriage, their grandpapa calling out to 
them that they had been such well-behaved 
children, he should be very glad to see them 
again whenever they had leave to visit him. 

The coach rattled merrily along. It was a 
dark night ; and, as nothing could be seen, 
Serena did not regret being boxed up, as her 
cousins called it. At first, she was very 
merry; but by degrees her little tongue 
ceased to prate, and soon she was quite 



rifent; she, towerer, did not compl&iii, and 
ber qoiecneas passed unnoticed. In half tax 
hoiflr ikef reached home; for the carriage- 
road was much longer than the path across 
tbe fifikb. Feiix sprang out of the coach, 
asd found hk parents at the doo^ waking for 
^bem ;' Serena slowly fo8owed, and, both 
dmkuig their aunt, the coach proceeded 
home, and our little party entered the iKMise. 
«< We hare bad a ebarming day/' exclaimed 
Felist ^ and he mpkBy described their* varioi^ 
pleasures, i^refiiliy avoiding Only the account 
el his Gotinns' misbehainor. This, he knew, 
wouM pain im parents ; besides, be remem- 
borad that excellei^t command in the BiUe, 
** Do as you would be done by,'' and would 
net expose fipulta in aoodiw ; assured that he 
hinwdf often ^ thii^ tbH wasted e:iCcusing. 
Serena was aB tins time still, and often 
leaned her beid en Imt bpMi. The eye o^ a 
mothor is funk in watcbiBg the aherationsr in 
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ihe looks of her child* Senoa showed that 
fihe was ill, and her mother teadeilf ioquiml 
what ailed her* <^ Indeed, mamma, I do not 
know, but my head aches. Oh I how k 
aches!" — ^^Mj po^ girl! I fear you hure 
eaten sometbii^ that has disagreed with yon." 
— <^No, I did not; fer, according to what 
you always desire, I dmed on one meat 
dish, which was roast beef, and I took only 
one piece of pudding : besides, I am not at 
all sick." — '^ I think I know the cause,'' sud 
her father; *<it is the ride home."--^' Ah 1 
papa, I do think it was ; for I was so merry 
when I got in, and presently ev«ything seemed 
turning about, and I could not hear plainly, 
nor see plainly, and then this terrible pain 
came on." — '< It is a t^ comnuHi efict, my 
dear; I know many people who are always 
sick and iU if they ride only a veiy Aon 
distance."— <' Papa, little did I diink a co«»h 
could give any pain."— << So it is, my love. 
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with tis all. Vfe wish for something we do 
not possess, without considering whether it is 
worth our wish* Perhaps, after many endear- 
ors, we gain our wish. Then, it is only then, 
we are convinced of its insufficiency to make 
us happy. But I must not talk — it will hurt 
your poor head." — ^^ It is better already : 
sitting still and holding it upon dear mamma's 
shoulder, has almost cured it." — ^^ That is a 
proof, then, that it has really been occasioned 
by the closeness and noise of the carriage ; 
however, you have had a long day, and had 
better go to bed. Remember only never to 
wish for any thing till you are perfectly as- 
sured it is really valuable ; and even thte it is 
better to discover how we can be happy with- 
cmt it : so pray never wish again but for wisdom 
and virtue." — '^ Indeed, papa, if I ever catch 
myself wanting what I have not, I will remem- 
ber the coach." — " Do so, my love : and now, 
good night." — ^The recovered Serena and her 
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brotber, after kissing their parents, retired to 
their chambers : there they knelt, and thanked 
a good God for the many blessings He had 
g^ven them ; and then, jumping into their 
own snug beds, soon fell into a sweet sleep. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

SoRow nselees. — ^The Pleasures of School.— T1i« Adfio* 
tege of speaking Tnih. — ^The best Beward lor a good 
Action is Sdlf-approval. 

The days were now becoming gradually' 
longer. Serena watched their increase with 
sensations of mingled pain and pleasure ; for 
with the lengthened days Easter approached 
—Easter, that was to rob her- of the society 
of her brother. Her mother observed her 
distress, and very kindly led her to different 
occupations ; assured that constant employ- 
ment would not only stamp value on her 
time, but also draw her mind from the 
contemplation of the approaching separation. 
Serena was more industriously occupied in 
preparing for her brother's future comfoit. 
His neat new handkerchiefs were of her 



hemming ; hb s3k purse she had netted ; and 
with her own bands she fresh-lined the dea^ 
box that was to contain his books. How 
much better was thb active kindness, how 
qpch iQore useful these proob of her afiectioB, 
ikkva if she had blinded hersdf with weepkig, 
or with sickly sensibility denied herself and all 
abound eyery source of pleasure ! 

The day at length arrived: Felix, with firm 
yet affectionate heroism, prepared for his jour- 
ney. The chaise was at the door : his father 
waited. Serena, with an aching heart, vainly 
endeavored to suppress her tears* Her mother 
felt for her ; but, knowing the mischiefs of 
indulging in sorrow, she urged her to exert 
herself. — "Come, my love," said she, "I 
know you love your brother, I am sure you 
do not wish to pain him." — ^^ Indeed, I do 
not," feebly articulated Serena* *'Yet you 
must be assured this gnef must pain him : 
•Qwse yourself Serena ; let not your bxott^cr 
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vecftll your hnage clouded by this distress^ 
Let bkn only remember bis happy smiling 
S«r«[ia-— your memory will then serve to cheer 
and enliven him." Serena sprang from her 
seat : her eyes still glistened with tears, but a 
smile played on her lip»; .she made an effiut 
to cheeok her sobs, and succeed. ^'Good- 
b'ye, Felix," she exclaimed with a cheerful 
tone.-— <^ We shall soon meet again," answered 
Felix : " in less than three months ! — ^Think 
of that, Serena ! " — " Oh ! how joyful will be 
our meeting I" — "My dear boy," said his 
&ther, ^^it is thus that all our sweetest joys 
must be purchased ! We must pay for them 

* 

by some greater or less inconvenience." — 
"But to part with those we love!" said 
Serena. "It is painful I know, my dear; 
liut, after absence, to meet with those we 
love ! "— " That must be joy, indeed, papa." 
— " That joy will, I trust, be one day yours ; 
but you must buy it by a present privation.—* 



Come, Felix, all is prepared*" Felix hiiBg a 
moment on Serena's neck, and het ioneceirt 
tearii wetted his glowing cheek. Hb mother 
fondly blessed him. Afraid of trustmg himself 
any longer, he tore himself from their embracee, 
and rushed into the chaise, whera his father 
was already seated — it instantly drove off. 

As the view of his home disappeared, Felix 
sobbed aloud ; and, overcome by bis feelings, 
he threw himself into a comer of the carriage. 
For a few moments his father permitted him 
to remain unnoticed. He then took his hand, 
and said to him, ^' My dear boy, these tears 
are due to the most excellent of mothers aad 
most affectionate of sisters. I would not hav« 
you part from them with indifference. So &r 
from it, I would have you bear their remem- 
brance incessantly in your heart. The recol- 
lection of their virtues will soften and improve 
your character, whilst the claims they have 
upon you will keep you steftdy in the paths of 



leodtude* Tour Dame is tbeiis ; do not tbera* 
fore fiMTgel, that by staining yow character 
you will also cloud tIieirs/'->-^^ Ah I papa, I 
hope I shall never dishonor either them or 
you." — ^^ I anxiously hope not ; but, as yoo 
are now going for the first tiniQ to stand alone 
to act irom your own judginenty I must entreat 
you to thmk well how much depends on yoor^ 
self. To your schoolfellows prove ever kind 
and obli|^g* Do not expose their faults, nor 
cause thw pumshment ; it will be enough for 
you to guard your own conducti and not 
disgrace yourself by b^g a spy on othenu 
Keep strictly to truth. Let no dbgrace, no 
entreaty, urge you m any one instance to be 
guilty of fiikehpod: a liar is the most con- 
temptible of mortals ! When you have done 
'Wfong^ own it-^-*4nstantly own it — acknowledge 
your fault, and be sony for it. Take my 
word, such is the only honorable mode of 
behavmg. What prevents a boy from coa« 
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fesstng be has done wrong ? — A fear of pun* 
ishment. FalselKXxl belongs only to cawards ; 
they commit a fault, are afraid of correction, 
and try to hide it by a lie. A brave boy may 
be guilty of mischief, but he cannot be guilty 
of falsehood. — ^You, I hope, are no coward.^' 
— ^F^elix's cheek glowed with an honest blush. 
<<Noy father, I hope I am neither a coward 
nor a liar!"— '^ Be careful, therefore, and 
prove your truth and your courage. You 
may be tried ! and remember, I charge you, 
whatever temptations may arise, never conceal 
your faults ; — and, after this warning, mark 
me, I wUl forgive any thing but a tte ! " 

Felix and his father travelled nearly the 
whole of the day; towards evening they 
reached the town where the school was 
situated. The master, a very worthy and 
sensible clergyman, received them with great 
kmdness; he introduced Felix to bis play-- 
Mows, who wei!e numerous, amounting to 



BK>ie than a hundred. Thejr gathered round 

Felix like so many bees ; — it wiU be strange, 

thought be, if, among so many, I shall Mt 

pick up two or three I riiall like, and who 

will like me. His father spent the evening 

with the master, and, after an early supper, 

withdrew to the jinn, whence he meant to set 

off homewards the next mommg« Felix Mi 

a pang as he saw him depart ; but, when he 

remembered how much he might please him 

by his improvement when next they met, he 

soon recovered himself, and, with tolerable 

composure, retired to the chamber allotted fot 

him. Here he found a boy of nearly his own 

age expecting hi^, who kindly promised to 

teach him all their rules* Felix gratefully 

thanked him; and, filling his mind with 

earnest resolutions of taking greatest pains to 

be. all his father wished him to he^ he faickly 

fell asleep, 

Serena, in the meantime, was nearly ovei^ 
6* 
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come bj tbe loss she had sustained of the 
society of ber ever kind brother. Her moth^, 
however, soon roused her, and reminded ber 
of the pleasure of their hoped-for meeting.— 
*' Ah ! mamma, bat thkt is so distant — ^three 
months, twelve weeks, what a long time ! " — 
^Do not be calculating how long, my dear 
Serena, merely to distress yourself, but only 
think how the period had best be occupied : 
not in murmurings, surely."— ** How then, 
mamma ? "— " Why, suppose you endeavor 
to do somethhig that will prove an agreeable 
surprise for your brother on his return?**— 
'"What can I do, mamma?" — ^**Let me 
consider — ^what do you thmk of undertaking 
the care of his garden ? The season is arrived 
when weeds grow rapidly, and will require 
constant attention. The young plants, as they 
increase, will need sticks to support them, the 
strawberry roots must be watered, and the 
rose-trees pruned." — ^" Thank you, dear mam* 
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ma ; this is a charming thought 1 h. w pleased 
Felix will be! — And may I also feed his 
favorite rabbit ? " — ^^ Yes ; and now I think, 
you wiU have plenty of employment : time 
will not hang heavy on your handsj and 
Midsummer will be here before we think of it." 
Thus roused from her sorrow, Serena, with 
recovered smiles, entered on her various duties 
— amusements, I may say, for her parents 
made everything a pleasure to her, and, as 
she was neither obstinate nor sullen, it was 
easy to make her happy. 

Felix was soon acquamted with his play- 
fellows. He found bis master somewhat stem, 
but yet so reasonable in all his commands, 
that he felt he could not disobey him. 
Although not a remarkably clever boy, as we 
have already said, yet, by steadiness and 
perseverance, Felix made a rapid progress in 
his learning. His attention gained the good 
opinion of his master, and his obliging disposi- 
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tion secured lum tbe love of the tx>jsL School 
soon became very pleasant to Felix; and, 
though he often thought of home, be ceased 
to regret his absence from it. 

One day he heedlessly threw a ball against 
a wbdow. A pane of glass was smashed in 
pieces. " How unlucky ! " said one of the 
boys ; " but, never mind, I'll keep the secret ; 
no one else is here, and, if inquiry be made, 
you can say the cat did it." — " I can say no 
such thing," replied Felix, " for that would be 
a lie." — " If it is known," continued the boy, 
<^ you must pay two shillings for the glass, and 
perhaps be flogged into the bargain." — " I will 
not tell a lie to save me from twenty floggings. 
I have already done wrong, and must have 
courage to bear my punishment." — ^''Do not 
say I was with you then. Master Courage,'* 
said the boy sneeringly. "Be not afraid,** 
answered Felix : " I will not expose you to 
any blame." He then turned towards the 
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house, that he might have an opportunity of 
seeing his master. It was some time befere 
this occured : at last he saw htm coming out 
of his parlor, and modestly approached him, 
"What do you want, Felix?" said his 
master, a little sternly, at least Felix thought 
so ; but, though his heart beat quickly, he was 
a boy of trae courage, and never feared to do 
his duty. " I am afraid,'* said he, in a timia 
voice, "I am afraid, sir, I have done very 
wrong ; but I hope you will forgive me." — 
" What have you done ? " cried his master, in 
an angry tone. " I have very carelessly 
broken a pane of glass in the school-room 
window," answered Felix: **I was playing 
with a ball there." — "That is against the 
rules," said the mast^; "you must pay the 
value of it." Felix produced his purse, and 
paid the two shillings. — "Do not let this 
happen again," continued the master, m a 
kinder tone; "I excuse you from further 
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punkhnoeDty because you have so honofabljr 
acknowledged your £uilu^ — Fdix bowed, aad 
with a lightened heart sprang away to hia 
business. It was true, he had thus lost two 
shilliogS; and he was not rery rich ; but by 
his honesty be had gained the good opinion 
of his disceming master, who erer after this 
accident was obserred to treat bkn with pecu-^ 
liar kindness* — ^The elder boys also began 
now to notice nim, and were so much pleased 
with this instance of bis q>irit, that they often 
admitted him into their parties. This was a 
great gratification to Felix, ibr be always 
preferred the society of boys older than 
himself, as from them he expected to gain 
infonnation. 

Soon after this eveatj another occurred, 
which threatened to be attended with more 
serious conse<}aences. One fine evening, some 
of the boys had leave to take a walk; but 
they were ordeted not to go beyond a eevtaiB 
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Artacice, ttnd to Fetom at a tetisSn h(mr. 
Forth they joyftilljr sallied, Felix in the 
namber, and, traversing some beautifiil fields, 
came at last to the river. Here a few of the 
paity proposed bathing ; but thb was opposed 
by the rest, as contrary to all rule, Felix 
was one who per^nptorily refused, although 
particularly fond of the amusement. One of 
the boys sneeringly told him he was afraid of 
the water; another, that he dreaded the 
flogging attendant on this breach of the law. 
Felix only laughed at them ; and, having in 
vain attempted to persuade them, strolled into 
a neighboring wood that skirted the river, and, 
in search of wild flowers, soon lost sight of his 
companions. After rambling about some time, 
he sat down to rest himself, and form his 
flow^fs into a nosegay. As he was thus 
occupied, a distant shriek struck his ear-— 
another succeeded--be threw dowa his flow- 
ers, and rushed, forwards, directed by the 
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sound : in a few seconds he found himself at 
the edge of the river, and beheld one of the 
boys vainly endeavoring to reach the bank-— 
he seemed exhausted and faint. Felix, with 
a happy presence of mind, drew a long pole 
from the hedge, and, holding one end firmly 
himself, presented the other to bis sinking 
playmate. A reed can save a drowning man. 
The boy caught the offered help, and was 
thus easily drawn on shore. Felix supported 
his dripping comrade to a bank, and then flew 
in search of his clothes. These were left at 
some distance farther up the river. Felix at 
length found them ; and, though he made all 
the haste in his power, much time was spent. 
His companbns hallooed out that they were 
going home. Felix would not leave the poor 
half-drowned boy, who looked piteously upon 
him. In assisting him to dress, he wetted bis 
own clothes ; and, having used his handker- 
chief as a towel to dry his shivering com- 



(nmion/he returned it, soaked with water, into 
his pocket. — ** What will become of me ! " said 
the frightened boy ; " what wiH become of me ! 
I shall certainly be flogged, I that am already 
half dead with fear and fatigue/' — *^ Do not 
be so alarmed," said Felix ; " I will do all I 
can to excuse you.*' — "Dear Felix, do not 
say I have been in the water." Felix shook 
his head. "But, do you know, I had not 
leave to be of the party ?" continued the boy. 
— ** Indeed ! " exclaimed Felix ; and he 
thought, but he did not speak his thought, 
how one fault leads to another. — " So, Felix, 
if you will keep my secret, I can, perhaps, 
get unobserved into the house," added the 
boy. " See how pale I am — ^how sick ! — ^save 
me from punishment!" Felix looked com- 
passionately upon him. "If it is in my 
power, I will save you." — " Then do not 
mention me." — ^^ Not unless I am asked." — 

"Do you promise that?"— "I do." And 
7 
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they began slowly to return bomewardi. Hie 
rest of tbe boys bad reached the school ; theif 
bathiog, in disobedince of all order, had been 
discovered, as all faults must be sooner or 
luter. Tbe master instantly punished eyeij 
one who had been in the water The name 
of the absent Felix was resounding through 
the play-ground, as pale and dejected he 
entered tbe gates. His companion was a few 
steps behind, and, taking advantage of the 
confusion that reigned around, waited some 
minutes, then slipped in unobserved, and crept 
up to bis chamber. 

Felix, with a palpitating heart, obeyed the 
summons of his master. As he approached 
the school-room, he heard of the severity with 
which the disobedient boys had been treated* 
His master looked sternly upon him. " Tou, 
sir, to disobedience have added insolence, for 
you are nearly an hour beyond your appointed 
tine." Felix could only feebly articulate, '< I 



i 
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htve not been in the water.'^ — ^* Wow, then, 
comes your dress so wet ? " Felix drew out 
his haodkercbief to conceal his tears. Its 
dripping condition attracted the master's eye* 
He held it up in his hand^ " If Felix himself 
has not b^ljflB the water, which of you has 
used thi^^Bldkerchief? It has eyidently 
served tM^pqiose of a towel. Which of 
you has so used it ? " — " Not I," was repeated 
from every mouth. The master turned again 
to Felix. "Recollect yourself," said he: 
"are you very sure you have not been in the 
water ? "— " I am very sure, sir." — ** Per- 
haps he washed his hands," said one of the 
ushers, kmdiy wishing to excuse him. — *' Did 
you wash your hands?" asked the master. 
Here was an opportunity for Felix to have 
escaped, but it would have been by equivo- 
cation, a crime equal to a lie; h€ scdftied 
fiiuch an unworthy refuge, and replied wkh a 
firm but modest tone, "No, sir, I did not waiih 



76 AMTATt HAPPT. 

my faancf." — *^Hoiir then came your hand* 
kerchief so wet?" Felix deeply blushed. 
** If you command^ sir, I koow I must tell you 
•—but pray, pray, sir, excuse me-^o oot 
command me." — ^^'Thts is very extraordi- 
nary/' said the master; ^^^^ cannot you 
answer me ? "— " Because, sir " i^ and his 
voice faltered: ^'forgive me, but I have 
promised " A murmur of applause sound- 
ed through the circle of boys* The excellent 
and sensible master continued: — ^^'Your for- 
mer truth and candor lead me to believe you 
now, Felix : as a proof of my regard, I will 
not command you to speak now." Felix 
bowed bis thanks, for bis heart Was so full of 
gratitude, that he could not speak. '<I ^ve 
you, however," said his master, 'Hhe same 
task, for having outHStayed your allotted time, 
as I have given the other boys, who have, like 
you, been truants." Felix respectfully took 
his lesson, and with great diligence learned it. 



ADTAMTMISS iSf ^iMMMU 77 

tes sdKx^etbws tmfted Mm ^ih l|0W mtfks 
of esteem ; uid M^ IW ranindted hire of the 
advantage of htvitig esiCabliihed a character 
(at truth. !t had saved him not oaljr from 
disgrace, but also from punishment. 

Some days after this, the real fact began to 
be ramor^ in the School, the boy himself 
having whispered it to his intimates. Felix 
appeared "whh added honor; all lored the 
kind-beatted boy, who, at the risk of himself, 
had saved his fellow. The secret by degrees 
reached the master'^ ear ; and, though he took 
no particular dotide of it, yet Fdix could 
observe that he was ever after a great favorite 
with his master, being treated with many 
proofs of kindness and distinction.*-^^^ I do not 
think," said one of the boys to Felix, " I do 
not think y<m have got much for your good 
temper and forbearance." — '^Then you. know 
nothing about the matter," answered F«l|ac; 

"I have got* all that I expected."— " And 

7* * . 
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wluit maj ^1 ]»}'* fisked tfa» boy. '<A 
sdAappiomg eoascieiHn/' repliMl Felix. 
<< Besides, is not my nmetet kinder to me, 
and are not bH you boys more oUi^ng? 
What more could I especc ? "— *'< Well^ yoii 
are a fine £dlow; but, as tbey say virtue is 
idways rewarded, I should have expected 
some great good for my great virtue." — 
** Pshaw ! Nonsense I In the first place, I do 
not think I have performed any great virtue ; 
and, in the second place, as there are now no 
iairies," added Felix, laughing, "I did not 
suppose I skould fi^ either Fortunatus's purae^ 
or Sinbad's valley of diamonds I " 
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CHAPTER V. 

lieaey only t«lttai>1e aoeor^g as it di uied.'-43tiiig)i6ai 
dotfiribe^*— P«n«T«nncecoii^a«n gre^ DiffioaltiM.— 
The NobleDMS of acknowledging an Error.— -Beturniiig 
Good for EtiI, the only Christian Bevenge. 

The observation with which the last chapter 
coDoUided waa a very proper oae^ and oaght 
lo be remembered. By the rewards that 
IbUow good actions, is meant that selAsatis- 
fiustioQ which our own heart bestows ; and 
people would be very silly if they were always 
expecting s<Hne wonderful benefits to follow 
their just actions. Besides, if they did so, 
they would destroy the merit of what they 
bad done. What virtue is theie in performing 
an act for which a full return is expected > 
No ; we must do all the good we can, fiom a 
sense of duty ; and if it please God to make 



our own breasts reward us, by a seerat whiapar 
that we have done w^ll, we sbaU be paid 
beyond all worldly praise. 

The fath^ of Felix, as I said befi>re| was 
not a rich man, but he made bb aea a ngular 
allowance of pocket-money; whicli, though 
much less than most of the other boys had, 
Felix managed so well, that it supplied him 
with all he wanted. 

Going once into his bed-room for somedmig 
he had left thore, he was surprised to obserra 
a boy in the comer of the room ; but, knowing 
it was wrong to pry into what others were 
dcnng, he turned his head another way. It 
was a rule diat no boy should visit his room 
in the day, except to fetch any thing : FeUx, 
therefiire, was hastily returning with what he 
had eome for, when the boy called him back 
<< Felix, do not tell what I was about.''— 
"I did not see what you were about.'*— 
** Not see 1 not hear ray money ? " — ^^ No."— 
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** Well, then, step here, and I will show you 
how rieh I am/' Felix appproached him, and 
perceived a little heap of money — sixpences, 
shillings, and crowns. <' You lucky boy ! 
how did you get all this cash ? " — " Saved it, 
to be sure. This b all I have received this 
last half-year." — " And what have you saved 
it for ? " The boy looked confused. " Saved 
it! — ^why," and he stammered, "to keep it, to 
be sure." Felix laughed heartily : " Saved it 
to keep it ! " repeated he : " what a valuable 
use of money ! " — " Why,'* said* the boy, 
" what can 1 do better ? " — " Spend it, to be 
sure." — " Spend it ! No, indeed ; if I had 
spent it as I got it, how do you think I could 
now have had all this treasure?" — ^** Don't 
call it a treasure," cried Felix ; " it is rather 
a plague, I think."—" Why, yes, to be sure, 
it does make me uneasy soifietimes ; for I am 
afraid of losing it." — " Oh ! pray do not be 
afraid of that ; if you do lose it, it will not 
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signify." The boy looked aghast. "'Nbt 
signify!" said he breathlessly. "No, cer- 
tainly ; if you do not spend it now, nor intead 
to spend it by and by, pray would not copper 
counters be as well as this good modey? 
Come, I will rid you of all this trouble at 
once ; give noe the money, and, like the man 
in the fable, I will give you a famous bag of 
stones. This no one will rob you of, and 
you will be freed from all anxiety." So 
saying, a^d laughing as he spoke, Felix left 
this unhappy little miser, feeling for him a 
mingled sentiment of pity and contempt. 

Not long after this, an annual fair occurred. 
The boys were allowed to attend it: the 
younger under the care of the ushers; the 
elder in small parties of ten or a do^n. 
Felix, amongst the rest, issued joyfully from 

4 

the school gates, and enjoyed all the various 
sports of the scene. The jostling of the 
crowd took something from his pleasure, ahd 
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a good deal confiiaed biia. . <^ Ab 1 ^ tboui^t 
he» '^ this is not 80 pleasant as a fine scamper 
in the open fields. Here^ I can scafcelj creep 
aloag; and the noise is so grefit it almost, 
mfdce^ Vkj b^ad ache ! I am glad a lair does 
nqt co9ie often ; uid a walk in the country is 
always in our power* The best joys, I think> 
are the easiest to be had ! " Felix thought 
▼ery properly : a good God» in placing us in this 
w<^d) intended us to be happy in it, and 
graciously contrived that every true pleasure 
should be easiest to be attained. 

If my young readers wiU stop for a moment^ 
and think of th|S, they will find it is indeed so. 

Fdix had not forgotten to put his purse into 
his pocket ; he now produced it, and bought 
a very neat red morocco housewife for bis 
sister. It was well stored with needles and 
thread, and contained, besides, a small pair of 
scissors. This purchase made, he next laid 
out some money on a paper of gingerbread. 
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part of which be gare to the boj be walked 
with* They continued stiolKng along, and 
arrived at a very BOiart stall, adorned with 
erery kind of cutlery. Some handsome knires 
looked very tempting: one was presented to 
him as particularly good. Felix looked at it ; 
it was certainly very complete : ** What was 
the price ? '' The man informed htm ; the 
sum was very little less than the whole con- 
tents of his purse. ^^It is too dear/' said 
Felix, putting it down ; show me one cheaper." 
His companion exclaimed, ^* You are a stingy 
dog! I will have the knife, although it will 
cost me all my remaining cash." Felix only 
laughed ; he knew he was not stingy, and was 
determined to keep steady to his original 
intention. Just let it be observed here, that 
children should never be laughed out of their 
resolutions ; for that shows a weak and silly 
mind. The boy bought the handsome knife, 
and laid out all his money. Felix chose a 
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cheaper ooe, but strong and equally useful; 
and by tbis means saved two shillings* " You 
do not want those two shUluigs/' said his 
companion. • '^ I do not at this moment, but I 
may hy and by/* answered Felix ; and they 
walked on. A variety of amusements occu- 
pied their attention, and, highly entertained, 
the time slipped insensibly away. "Let us 
remember our hour," said Felix, and drew his 
companion towards a respectable shop, the 
master of which very obligipgly informed them 
what o'clock it was. "Let us go home." 
cried Felix. " It wants half an hour to our 
time," said the boy. "We shall spend that 
half hour in getting along ; the crowds prevent 
our moving quick." Felix was firm to his 
decision, and his friend consented. They 
turned homewards, and had not proceeded far, 
when they were arrested by a group of people. 
They pushed among them, and found a poor 
black man, lame, and covered with rags, 
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recounting his story, and asking charity, ffm 
Band of Felix was instafitlj hi bis pocket. 
^ Tea will not give your money to a oonuiHm 
street beggar?" said bis companion. **Vo^ 
Bot to common street beggars, because I 
believe they are g^^ally idle cheats: but 
this is no common beggar; he is a stranger, 
disUtnt from his native land, and without 
fnends ; disabled too from woriting. I will 
share the contents of my purse with him:'' 
so isajring, Felix presented a shilling to the 
poor cripple, who blessed the generous English 
boy. <* Ah ! massa, if all your countrymen 
were like you, I should not be here a poor, 
despised, helpless beggar ! '* This appeal 
softened the hearts of many of his hean^rs ; 
they followed the example of Felix, and, as 
he withdrew, he had the secret joy of feeling 
he had not only himself assisted a sufiering 
fellow-creature, but had led others to do so 
too. IGs companion walked sorrowfully along 



<<Tt2is Felix 3ting]r!" tbougbx he; ^^ab! be 
IS truly geoeious, I wish I had not spent nil 
niy tncmey so idly." Eelix was also sSeat ; 
but his looks wore so gay, liis heart so happy, 
his step so light ! His knife, too, that plain, 
unadorned knife, was a source of one of his 
sweetest recollections. He never cut a stick, 
nor mended a pen, but the thought of the 
black man nished into his mind ; and he 
always loved his cheap knife, which, by 
saving hb money, had given him the power 
of being charitable. 

It has been already said, that Felix \yas not 
a remarkably clever boy; his lessons often 
appeared very difficult to him. By great 
patience And perseverance he had conquered 
these difficulties. One ^ day, however, he h^d 
a Latin lesson to learn which .very much 
puzzled lum. He almost cried as he read it? 
but, knowing this would not do him any good, 
be wiped siway bis half-rfprmed tears, .aQd 
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again set to learn his book ; again it baffled 
bis exertion. Assured that it mutt be learnt, 
he began to consider what he had best do ' 
he thought, if he could prerail upon some one 
4d read it over to him and explain it, he could 
more easily learn it. Thus determined, he 
took up his book, and with a melancholy air 
approached one of the ushers. ''What makes 
you look so sad, Felix?'' said the usher, 
''you, that are always so merry and con- 
tented." — " Sir," said Felix, very respectfully, 
" my Latin lesson for to-day has quite puzzled 
me ; will you be so kind as to explain it to 
me ? " — " That I will, readily,'' answered the 
good-natured usher; and, taking the book, 
he showed Felix where he had made some 
mistakes. "Thank you, sir," said Felix; 
"though it is still very difficult, yet now I 
believe I can master it." — ^"That I do not 
doubt," replied the usher; "but, suppose I 
had not been here, what would you have 



f}piKB?" Felix considered a little, and thw 
;Klid» '^ A^ked one of the elder boys." — *' But 
tliejr ipifht have been too bosy; end your 
;l^B3CMi ipust be learnt," — " I think;, then," said 
FeUxy ^^ I tshonld have begun all over again, 
wd pieif aad tried> till I had discoirered my 
bl^ndei3."-^'^ You would then have doi^ 
i^t, Fdiz," said the usher ; '* ainl, by taking 
suck loeans, pe assured you can conquer 
gceater difficulties than this* Never forget, 
that by patience and persevecance all know- 
ledge is -Attained; and, without these, the 
cleverest hoy in the school cap ney^r nuike 
any jprogress." Felix bowed, and retired. 
With renewed atteqtioo he took up hb book ; 
by depees all difficoUy vanished ; and, beifore 
the scbppl hoMT, ^h/e W^ foepared with his 
lesson. Thus, though a boy of very moderate 
tileots, be u»dp a 4jP^i^ Bi:Q|$i»ps in all u^ful 
l^Qwledge, and jam re^pec^d by the eli^er 
hojKs. TIfte 7««pger ;}fm^d .hm aincenely, Jjq^ 
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he was so feadjr to please and oblige them. 
He always, however, took cate to choose his 
friends from amongst the eMer and superior 
boys of the school, as be not only preferred 
their company, bat he thoaght it would do 
him good, as, being more clever than himself, 
their conversation would improve him, and 
their superior characters would be ose&l exam- 
ples for him to copy. Felix would not have 
been admitted as a playfellow to the higher ^ 
classes if he had not gained, by his good 
behavior, a respectable name in the school. 
When the boys found that he was never gu9ty 
of a lie ; that he was not a mber ; that be 
never perftmned mean actions ; never told tales 
either to the master or ushers ; they began to 
esteem him, and very readily admitted him 
among them. 

Felix was happy m a verr ndble way of 
thbking; and, as all stories of spirited beha« 
vior^ are generally admired by children^ they 



tiatU n&9r hear one of true sptrk.— ^elix fined 
oat, one day, widi one of the day scholan ; 
many other boys were abo there, and several 
ladies and gentlemen. The party was large : 
they sat down to an excellent dinner^ and 
were all very merry. Eelix and a younger 
hoy, who sat opposite to him at table, entered 
into dispute about something that had hap- 
pened the day before. No one had been 
present at the cmnimstance but themselves; 
each was positive in his own opinion ; at 
length, the eyes of the ^company were drawn 
upon them, and they seined dbposed to 
believe that Felix, as being the dder, was 
more likely to be right. At last, the little 
boy remembered a particular circumstance, 
which tiO then they had both forgotten. 
This was decisive. Felix Unshed for having 
been so pontive, and instantly exclaimed to 
the little boy,-— '^Tou are right, and I am 
wrong. I remember it all now, and bc^ your 
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of the cofopaBj; <<whh what tine tpirit jbe 
ackaowledgaa his mhlgbif ! with what true 
spirit aaica paidoQ Af tb^m I " To do wmt^, 
Ib fiommm ; to aekoowkdc^ }% * 4^ wtne 
of n superior mind. 

Another time Felix showed the giei^t com- 
mand he had gained over bis £uilts, for be jbad 
ftults J and, if be bad not oonqoered them, he 
MFer would have been the superior chaiaioter 
he now appefured* The boys were all plfijiflC 
in parties on the play-ground : Fdix :bad a 
livorite bat and trap wbioh bis lather ba4 
given hiin : in the course of the gaaoe, one of 
the bojs wi|s often vmoquished hy Felix; tbjs 
Blade him angiy ; he .became passionate ; andj 
seizing the farorite bat and trap of .Fe)iX; ho 
cnedj 'Vl will be avenged!'' and instant^ 
shattered them ,bpth to piecef. FeliXj TeoM^ 
and niprtifiedi had nesr^ lost his patience ; 
but hiqppilj raopveriiig \m^ he cahiii^ 
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said, '' If you are so ungovernable, I will not 
play with you/' and walked away. Some 
days afterwards, another of the boys, by 
cbancOi obtained the passionate boy's bat and 
trap; he instantly took them to Felix, and, 
presenting them, told him this was a charming 
opportunity for avenging himself. "It is 
indeed," said Felix. The boy waited to see 
the bat and trap destroyed. Felix continued, 
" Do you give me these ? May I do what I 
please witjj them ? "— ." Certainly," answered 
the boy. <• Then," said Felix, « I will show 
you what I will dd with them ; " and, taking 
the bat and trap in his hand, he ran up to the 
passionate boy, who was searching for them 
about the play-ground : — ^* Here," cried Felix, 
<< here are your bat and trap ! " The passionate 
boy looked surprised : — " Have not you broken 
them ? " — ^^ Broken them ! " exclaimed Felix ; 
<< no, I should be ashamed to have done that ; 
they are quite safe — take them — let us be 



good-faumoneidly fadd out bi$ baod* Tlie 
passioaate boy <eagerly seized it : — ^\Ah, you 
have letunied good for my evil." 

This same passioDate boy was under another 
obligation to Fdix. The master, one day, 
discovered that one of <the moat valuable 
sdiool books had been greaUy injured. The 
book had been lent to^Ais boy; and bb 
master, sendmg for him, very seveiely repri- 
manded him for hb carelessness ; and, as die 
book was stained with many blots of ink, the 
boy had a long task given him. Felix heaid 
the whole of this afiair, and stepping up to the 
master, he modestly said, ^'Sir, I am afraid I 
have been guilty (^ this mischief." — >*^ You ! 
how could you have done it?" — ^^*I came 
into the school-room, last night, to put away 
my ink-»bottle : it was dark, I had no can<Ue, 
and felt my way by the stools and foisns ; in. 
moidng akmg, I stumbled agunst smething. 
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which I found at the moment had diakea 
some ink out of mj bottle ; but, the uflher 
calliog me to go to bed, I did not wait to pick 
up what was m my way, which I fancy, sir, 
was this book." The master was silent a 
ttioment; then said, ''I think it is veiy 
probable that what you say has been the 
case." — ^^'As it was my fault, may this boy 
be excused ? " — ^' He had 00 bushiess-to lei^ve' 
the book carelessly on the floor: however, I 
will excuse him, and let him tfmnk you ; your 
(hmkness has saved hipt/' 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Aocoraey m 8pelliii|f etMntkl to Wriliag^— Amuicj m 
Language esaential to Trath.— Patience m Sickiieas and 
Pain.— Time found for every nsefol Boiineet.— The 
Evib of ProcrastinatioB. — Dreams* 

Serena, deeply occupied with her varioue: 
avocatiooSy thought of Felix with miogled 
aensatbos of joy and hope. In feeding hia 
rabbits, and arranging bis garden, she felt she 
was preparing a pleasure for her dear brother. 
As she was fond of writings she wished to 
send him a letter every week, but her mother 
would not permit her. " Why not, mamma? *' 
said Serena. <^ Because, my love, it is getting 
into a bad habit, to be always scribbling ; and 
I fancy Felix will depend upon your loving 
him, and thinking of him, without your being 
obliged to tell him so every week." — " But, 



mamma, I do so lore writing ! "-—^^ And do 
you tbink, Utde girl, you can write so well, or 
spell so correctly, as to render letter-writing 
easy to you?" — ^**I can spell tolerably, 
mamma ; I seldom make mistakes, only one 
letter here or there." — " And do you not 
know that even one false or misplaced letter 
will entirely alter the meaning of a word, 
sometimes of a whole sentence ? " — " How 
can that be, mamma ? " — " I will tell you. 
Suppose you wished tp inform your brother 
that the chief magistrate, the mayor of our 
town, called here last week, and you were to 
write, * the mare was here a few days since ; ' 
this would be making it appear that an animal, 
not a man, was the subject of your letter. 
Thus again, if, wishing to describe the young 
hare, which your papa gave you yesterday, 
you were to say, * my hair giows very pretty, 
and will, I think, be a beautiful brown '' — ;what 
would your brother imagine, but that bis little 
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SereDa was grown Tain, aad was boastmg of 
her calls ! " — ^* Ah ! mamma, I undefstaad ; 
how ridiculous would be such mistakw ! ''•«— 
'^And yet tfa^ axe verj slight, though ae 
importaut in their effects* Judge, thereibra, 
of ^^at coBsequence is a close attentioa to 
ae^racy in spelling; and, before you attempt 
to yrite, learn perfectly how to spell."-«- 
''Mshpma, what do you mean by that bard 
word accuracjfl" — ^'I mean nicety, ^Lact» 
Bess, witlwit defect ;» accuracy in spdHtig 
denotes that e^ry word as correctly leered, 
dieie not being one letter too much, nor one 
too litde, nor one misplaced."— <^ Thank yoo, 
mamma, I understand: but sometimes yoii 
say, ^Be accurate in speakk^' — that has 
nothing to do with letters/' — ^^. No, my love, 
that implies rather the use of wcmls than 
letters. For instance, when you say you are 
ready to die with the heat, you are not 
aeeurale; you use a wrong w<ml : you weU: 



knew you aie not likely to die; and yon 
wouhl be correct to say, you are faint qt 
exhausted with heat/' — <^ Oh I yes, I see 

BOW." 

** This inaccuracy of speech is not simply 
inelegant, Serena ; k is often highly faulty." 
<— << Indeed, mamma ! How can that be ? "-^ 
<<Why, in describing the actions of our 
acquaintance, a trifling inatt^Dtipn may pm- 
duce serious consequences. Thus, I once 
beard an otherwise well-meaning woman speak 
of a neighlx»r of hers as the stingiest creatine 
in the world ; when, in fact, her neighbor, as 
she well knew, had so .small an income that 
ahe was oblige^ to use the greatest possible 
care in her expenditure." — <^ What should she 
bare said, mamma ?^' — ^^'Had she called her 
neighbor very prudent, very economical, she 
had been aeeurate ; but by using the exj^es* 
sion ^very stiiigy/ she gave «» unfavorable 
impression of her neighbor's diaracter."-— • 
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"That wag very 3I-Datured, mamma/''— ^' I 
do itot imagioe it was iDtended to be so, my 
dear ; but (his lady had long indulged hersdf 
in a great latitude of speech, and used words 
without cousidering the fiill extent of their 
meaning. Thus, when she tells me she b in 
an agony of pain in her head, I simply undei^ 
stand that sLe has a head-ache ; or, when she 
declares she had not a wink of sleep all night, 
I merely imagine she did not sleep as much 
as usual: so you see that these inaccurate 
speakers lose themseives very much in the 
estimation of others.'' — ^^ Mamma, I will al- 
ways try to speak correctly." — ^*<Do so, my 
love ! By such an endeavor you will acquire 
a habit of precision, which will attend yoii 
through life, and give a consequence to all 
you utter." 

Not very long after this conversation Serena 
became much indisposed; her disorder was 
the measles ; she was very ill, and for some 
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liBM k was dottUfol whether ber f£» could be 
eaved. Now it was that this little giri felt dl 
the bappiaess of possessiiig a kind and aAe- 
tieoate mother* If» after a slight doae, she 
drew aside her bed-cuitaios, what did she 
behold? Her naotbery ber wirtchfiil motheri 
aittiog by ber, sileot and motionless !— *Wfao 
beM ber throbbing temple ? Who hmig over 
her midnight slambefs? Her neyer^weaned 
mother! — ^<Ab!" tboi^ht she, ^^can I ever 
repay all this kindness, this patimce, this 
Ibrbearance ? " Sbo turned ber eyes upon her 
inotber, who, pde and wearied, sat still beside 
her. ^^Dear mafuma^ go to bed, pray go la 
bed ; you see i a» bi^ter»"~<< My child ! ** 
odd ber mother, instantly assumiiig a look of 
cheerfulMss, *^l thaak God that yon ase 
better ;- it rewards nw fcr all ray anxiety." 
The te«rs 41ed Serana's eyes. ^ Ah ! raan- 
tna, but aU <bis watdiiBg ! I ftar it has made 
you ill 1 "«^'^ No, my dear Serena, I am not 
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ill ! I AiB only a little sleepy ; but this is the 
hour for taking your medieiney I will gi?e it to 
you." She arose and j^pared the mecKckie. 
Serena took the cup, and, though the conleite 
were nauseous, instantly drank off the draugbt* 
Her mother smiled, and said, ^ You are a 
good child, you take physic well." — *^ Oh I 
mamma, I should be rery wicked, if I were to 
add to your trouble, and be perverse. How 
easy lor me to take a few mouthfuls of physic ; 
whilst you, night and day, pass your life in 
ibis dull room, and scarcely eat or drink !— -> 
Mamma, shall I ever forget this ? Can I ever 
oease to remember what you have done for 
me ? "— << I am sure my Serena will repay «B 
my eares, and preve ever gealle, ever afiiee- 
Ikwate* Bus we must not talk ; Uie doelor 
will soon be here and seold os, for be bade us 
keep you quiet." The doelor came, he found 
S«ena better; she pedually recovered, and 
m another week was able to come down 



mammnHm SBA&ars. 108 

stairs. Her motber^ iw^eret, oontkiued thin 
and dejected. Soraetimes Serena thought ahe 
looked as if in pain; but, when this was 
obserred, her mother always smiled off her 
fears. At length Serena was perfectly re- 
covered ; her eye was again bright ; her 
clieek again rosy. She bounded with joy 
over the fresh lawn ; she felt the value of 
eKistence, the charm of recovered health. '< I 
never ttkiugbt/' said she. ^^ how happy it was 
lo be strong belbre ! How cbansing it is to 
breathe this fresh air, to smell these sweet 
flowers, to listen to the warbling birds ! If I 
had not been siek, I should not have tasted ail 
Ibe frieastires of heal tb."<*«-<^ True, Serena/' 
said hff faither; **\m grateftd, theo^ for the 
recovered bleasing ; thank a good God, who 
has restored you to health and enjoyment." — 
^*I do, papat Idol" cried Serena, as she 
turned her eyes to heaven; whilst her little 
heart breathed a prayer of ardent gratitude. 



9» 
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Hot father Udfsd imtr clttpad h«idi io Ins 
and joined ia tbe ftknt cjaoaiaiiott. 

<< But, mamina,'' said Sorena, first reeover- 
ing hers^, *< maoiiiia is» I fear, ill.''— ^< She 
has sjmiiiied her amiy mj daar/' said hm 
hiheit tenderlj ; ^^ but it is getUBg better, 
will soon be wril/'*-^^ Sprained fa^ arm! 
repeated Serena sorrowfully ; ^' when did that 
happen ? " — ^^ In your illness*" — ^* Yes, I dare 
say, with holding me so many hours : but she 
never complained/' — »^' No, ray love, it would 
have grieved you ; your mother seldom thinks 
of herselfy-^-neeer when another is to fafe 
thought of»"--^<^How good she b, hew r%gf 
good!'' — ^'Ske has a firm mwd, Seraae, 
which cmqoers srif, and makes her feei oolf 
for others* Copy her fortitude, my diaMr 
child; ibftiliide will give vakie to aJl yowr 
other virtues*" Her tnotbef now apploach- 
ed ; Serena threw beysdf into her arms, and 
sdi>bed ottt her lovt^^-^ier gratitude. Het 
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IMieDts tenderly embraced her. It "waf a 
happy scene! wch as we all have in turn 
Mt, but wbicb we can never properly describe. 
Serena now became the nune, and with daily 
care attended to her mother— the sprained arm 
was restored by her good nursiog. How 
happy did she feel when rubbing it in the 
inomingy when watching and aiding it through 
the day ! Her mother had but to look, and 
the prompt Serena executed the unexpressed 
command* What a blessing to be useful to 
those we love! Serena felt this every day, 
«od every day saw her happy and contented. 
Her mother was again welL Serena again 
took her accustomed seat by her side, and 
pvodueed her work, ^ Ma^una, I should very 
aauch like to knit Felix a pair of worsted 
socks: you have taught me to knit, you know, 
ttd I think I co«ld do them ! "— '' By all 
means, then, my bve, begin them ! ''-^<< But, 
mamma^ I hav^ no time; you aee I have as 
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much to do in the day as I can possMjr gal 
through.^ — ^< Still I think you eo«ld fleoon^ 
plish this matter, wtiheut neglectiBg any otbar 
duty/' — ** How, mamma ? " — ^«At what bo«r 
do you ri^e in the mornbg, Sevena ?''— ^'Sooa 
after seven, mamma.^ — ^ The sun is up muoli 
earlier than that ? ^^ — ^ Oh, yes 1 the sun now 
nses at four.'' — "^ Suppose, then, you were to 
get up at SIX instead of seven ? "— ^« Thtft 
would only give me one hour.**— ^ How long 
does it want to the holidays ? *^ — ^' Sh. we^, 
mamma— and there are six working-days in n 
week : — an hour a-day worid be six homs 
a-week — six hours a-week for six weeks would 
be thirty-six hours, mamma. I wonder I cKd 
not think of that before/' — f* You find, Serena^ 
how easy it' is lO contrive to find time fer 
whatever we reaHy wi^ to do ; by arrangmg 
our hours for every day, we discover what we 
are capable of undertaking ; thus, with a litda 
reflection and a Iktie ealcutation, you bftTO 
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oMufo jtMuself the possessor of tliirtjMfo uaoc* 
^upied houn."— -*' You fooD^ it out for me, 
Buuniaa ; I could not think of any other way 
Dtft that of pottmg off my French ot needle- 
woA/*^^* That would not have been a good 
plan, S^ena/'--*^' No» manuna, this is muoh 
better." 

Serena kept her resolution; die regularly 
fMe at six ; the socks rapidly proceeded ; and 
Serena used to laugh and say, that she now 
knew eyea how to make tine. 

We have already said that this little g^ 

had faults; one of them was an idle halnt 

L of postponing, puUing off any buMess Aat 

OHgfat^ to be done to-day untii to-«nonow.*r-~ 

To-morrow arrived, and brought its own ooc»* 

pations ; again Serena postponed, and again 

found that opportunity lost cannot be recalled* 

"My dear Serena,'* said h«r mothw, one 

morning, *' have you fed the rabbits ? *^ — " No, 

mamma, but I intend to do it by and by/' 
10 



IQ8 ALWAYS HAPPT* 

replied Sereoaw — ^'Why hj and by^ Seraia? 
Wbjr not do k gow ? " — " Became becaoee, 
mamma/'-^and she hesitated. ** Tau axe at 
leisure now ! '*-—<< Tes, I know, mamma, but" 

" But what, Serena ? You know it must 

be done; and what Ume better than the 
present ? " — « Oh ! just now I intended to go 
into my garden." — ^^h that necessary?" — 
**No, mamma, not at all necessary; only 
fw pleasui«."— " Then you set aside « 
positive duty for a pleasure: is that ri^t, 
Serena?" — ^'^ Indeed, mamma, I will not 
forget the rabbits." — ^^'Well, my dear, act 
by your own judgment, I havB already given 
you my opinion." Serena stood a few 
moments uncertain wbat to do : at length, sbo 
thought she would take a short peep at her 
garden, and there still would be time to feed 
her rabbits. She wait to the garden, tied up 
a carnation, weeded the mignonette bed, and 
was so deeply engaged,, that she forgot time 



iPOiilci not stay tat her,r--J3iDii^ bour arrived : 
lifter dinnery a walk was jpropoied by her 
^ther; Serena joyfully aceompanied them; 
she returned just time enough to eat her 
supper, attend to her evening lesson, and then 
retired to bed. No sooner, however, had she 
laid her head upon her pillow, then she began 
recalling the events of the day* The poor 
starving rabbits! The remembrance struck 
to her heart — ^but it was now too late: at 
such an hour they coold not be fed. " They 
will all be dead in the morning," thought 
§Qrena« ^.^ What a crael girl I have been ! 
Had. I taken mamma's advice— Oh ! I think, 
i am nre, I will never put off any necessary 
business again for pleasure." With such 
thoughts Serena tormented herself for some 
hours : at last she fell asleep, but her dreams 
continued her waking thougb||. The rabbits, 
continued to harass her, and she :awoke ^arly, 
unrefreshed by her slumbers. The sun was 
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sbiniDg brightly ; it wu six o'ckx k. 
hastily aros^f dressed herself^ and crept gently 
down stairs. With a treroUiog hand she iBlIed 
her small basket with lettuces and parsley, 
and then hastened to her rabbits. With jaj 
she beheld the two old ones run towards her ; 
they pressed through the pales of their box, 
and greedily devoured the olSfered food. ^^ But 
the two young ones — ^where are they ? *' ex- 
claimed Serena : '* I have lost my two pretty 
fittle rabbits ! " — One of the maids heard her 
lamentations. ^' What is the matter, miss } ^ 
said she, approaching her. ** My young rab^ 
bits," cried Serena, "they are gone." — ^The 
maid examined the box. — ^* I do not see how 
they could go," said she: "it is certainly 
impossible. You are so attentive, miss, or 1 

should have thought " " What would you 

have thought TJUnelaimed Serraa. "Why, 
miss, that the old ones had been hungry, and 
eaten their young." S^ena shuddered. " Do 



■TIL or nOUGBIfCX. Ill 

not Bay 90/' she cried ; " pray do not say so: 
bow shockiDg! how wicked!" — ''It b a 
common case, miss, when rabbits are not well 
watched ; but as that cannot have happened 

now " " Oh ! yes, yes, it has happened," 

cried Serena ; '' I have neglected them — and 
now I am punished for it." The maid looked 
surprised* Serena resolved not to add another 
fault to the one she had already committed. 
<'The socks," thought she, ''shall not be 
neglected ; and as for the rabbi^i, I will tell 
Felix the truth, and he, I hope, wiU forgive 



»> 



At breakfast Serena told h^r parents what 

liad happened. Her father was much dis- 

pleased ; her mother greatly lamented the sad 

«flkcts of procrastinattoa. "Well may pro- 

. crasrination be called the thief of time," said 

die, addressing Serena ; " bA I hope this will 

be a lesson to you, never to put off till to- 

oiorrow what may he done to-day." — ^"In- 
10* 
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deed, mamma, I will take care m future to do 
every thing in its place, and not neglect a 
duty for a pleasure, — ^I ought not to say 
pleasure, for I have had a great deal of pain — 
all night I dreamed of my poor rabbits, 
mamma ; was not that strange ? " — ^' No, nay 
dear, dreaming is only a kind of thinking; 
and, if your mind has been engrossed with 
any particular subject during the day, it seenos 
natural that the same image should occupy 
your thoughts in sleep." — ^* Mamma, this 
seems all very simple ; but dreams, I thought, 
were something wonderful?" — "The vulgar 
and uninformed think so, and contrive, very 
often, to frighten themselves ; but people who 
think properly, consider dreams, as I have tbld 
you, only sleeping fancies.'' — '^ But, mamma, 
I have heard of dreams coming troe.** — ** We 
may certainly so twist about dreams, and to 
interpret them, as to make them appear 
ominous ; but this is the weakness of feeUe 
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oundfl. My Sareoft, I hope^ will indulge 
more useful thougbls." — " Yet, mamma, some 
dreams are very frightfiiL" — " When people 
go to bed, Serena, with full stomachs, with 
disordered heads, or fatigued bodies, the mind, 
confiised and agitated, is apt to produce wild 
and distorted images: but surely there is 
nothing miraculous in this." — ''No, not as 
you account for it, mamma. Yet b not the 
night-mare something veiy shocking? "—" The 
night-mare, Serena, b only a name for an 
oppression on the chest, produced by indi- 
gestion, an awkward position of the head and 
neck, or some such cause." — '' Ah 1 mamma, 
how easy that b to understand ! ^I shall 
never mind dreams again." — '' You are right, 
my dear ; let me al|o beg you will not repeat 
them. I do not know anything more silly or 
fiitiguing than the tedious account of dreams« 
Do you remember that hymn of Watts's, 
Serena ? " — '' Yes, indeed Irdo, mamma : — 
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' H» told me hk dreanf, tdk'd of etting and drinking: 
Bat aearoe readt Us Bible, nd aevor lovee tynkingw*'' 

"In these lines 70U find the describing ot 
dreams is considered as one of the fellies ot a 
sluggard — an idle, consequendjr an useless, 
mortal ! Never cease to repeat and consider 
the useful caution. But breakfast b orer; 
faring your books, and let us begin our studies*''^ 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

ObecUenee » TirfMt—Ventioii most fireqaently prodiio«d 
l^ aandf«i.-*iii|ifiiMM or Sonow tprinipi from our 
Hewrti. 

Gkandfapa sent another kind invitation ; 
Serena was allowed to accept it, and with a 
joyful heart attended the summons. She 
found her grandfather alone ; he was not very 
well, and bad wished for the company of the 
cheerful Serena ; he thought it would do him 
good. Serena was delighted with the hope 
lof cheering her kind grandfiiAer; she brought 
a stool close to him, and toM him all the 
prettiest stories she could remember ; she read 
to him out ttTher last new book, then repeated 
some hymns, and was so eager to please him, 
that he was quite surprised when the dinner- 
hour arrived, not thinking It near so late. He 
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kisied and thanked his aflbctionate httle eotet^ 
tainer. What a reward for Serma, to haT« 
pleased one who had so often condoeed to her 
pleasure ; to have soothed the heavjr hour of 
pain, and enlivened the gloom of sicknesi! 
The dinner co&risted of many good things, 
and grandpapa, with great kindness, pressed 
his visitor to eat of them all* But Serena, 
though alone, and acting for herself, knew 
what was proper to do — not only knew it, but 
did it She dbed on some boiled mutton and 
potatoes, and afterwards ate one piece of 
goosebeny-pie : thus showing that she remem- 
bered her mother's excellent directkw of bri^g 
satisfied with plab Ipod* There was a 
charming dessert, plenty of fruit ; Serena ale 
some, and enjoyed it: but she begged her 
grandpapa would not gpve her wjpe i she was 
not accustomed to it at home, and therefore 
preferred going without it. At first, grand- 
papa pressed her to take some ; but when he 
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feund sbe realty meant what die said, im 
praised her resolution, and fi>rliore to teanpi 
her any briher. After dtnner, some company 
came in, and sat some time chattmg ; Serena 
continued silent the whole time they remained^ 
amusing herself with looking at a book of 
jMctures whfeh she found on the window^ 
seat. — ^^'This is a quiet little giri/' said one 
of the ladies. ^<She can be very merry, 
I assure you," answered her grandpa]^* 
^' Come here, Serena, and repeat one of your 
hymns to these ladies." Serena blushed ^ sbe 
felt afraid to repeat before strangers, sbe had 
not been used tOd^ but she knew sbe ought 
to obey her grandpapa. "Pray, my dear," 
continued her gmodpapa, '^ repeat one of your 
little pieces— -do, t9 oUige me." Sei^na's 
heart beat quiek; but she approached het 
grandpapa's chaic^ and, leaning on die annr^^f 
it, asked him wiiioh bymn he would choose:? 
"< Any you please, my dear/' said he. << X dif 
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not say tb«n well, grandpajNt, indeed I do 
not," said Serena, with a modest fear. ** Do 
yonr best, then, nay love," replied he. Serena 
recollected herself for a few minutes; then 
began to repeat Eve's Hymn* Her voice was 
low, and she tremU^ * but die was resolved 
to do her best ; and, as she spoke distinctly, 
and did not hurry over her words, she got 
through pretty well. The ladies told her, 
eoDsidering she was so young, she had done 
very wdl; but that the obliging manner m 
which she had obeyed her grandfather, was 
better than the cleverest repeating in the 
world. They then went t£way. Serena was 
rejoiced that she had pleased them ; but she 
thought in her own heart, that she did not 
lovtf to speak before stFu^ng^rs., Once moie 
alone with her grandpapa, sbe continued her 
gaiety, cfaalted, danced, a^d sai^g. Wh^ 
tired^ she oUmbed on bis knee, threw her arms 
round bis neek, and, as her eheek rested on 
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Us, told him how much she lov^ Urn, aad 
liow happy she was* 

The tea came in, accompanied bjr some 
rich cake ; Serena ate yery sparingly of the 
latter, as she feared it might not agree with 
her. Her grandfather approved of her moder- 
ation. — "Tliis cake is certainly not very 
prop^ for you; but the peas we had at 
dinner were very wholesome: why did you 
take so few?" — ^''I had enough, thank you 
grandpapa," said Serena. — ^'^I suppose you 
thought," said her grandpapa, ^ that it was a 
very little dishful ; but you know they are a 
great rarity at this eariy part of the sumiijer." 
-*^* Yes, I know they are a rarity : they were 
^ fifst I hate seen," said Serena. ** Do 
you not like them ? " — " Indeed I do, grand- 
papa; very much." — " Ah ! you cunning littlp 
girl! I see now the reason of your taking so 
fbw peas ! Tou thought them a rarity ; and^ 

though you Vk% them very much^joHi left 
11 



ibem iar your poor old grtodpapa ? ''---^< Was 
that wrong ? " — " No, my doar child| it vm 
^perfectly right i it was reij considerate, and I 
it^nk yon ; I am glad to find you ar9 not a 
greedy, selfish, giri/' Here the oonyersatioii 
was int^Tupted by the arriral of the servant, 
who was come for Serena. " You shall stay 
a little longer/' said her grandpapa. *' K yoa 
please, let me go now," cried Serena ; " mam* 
ma wilt expect rae," — <^You are tired of 
bttng with me, then ? " — ^No, indeed, I am 
not^ grandpapa; I dearly love to be with 
you : but I promised mamma I would return 
soon, before it was dark." — ^^Gro, then, my 
f^.ear Serena, and tell your mamma I am mucfh 
obliged to her for sanding you to me; you 
have been a very gopd giri." Serena tenderly 
kissed her kind grand&ther, and then, giving 
her hand to the maid, she merrily tripped 
homewards. 

Thoi^^Hn^r was veiy fine ; the sun, settpig 
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bdund the UQsy tinged the porj^ clouds wtdi 
« golden glow. The air was sottf and peifh 
finned with wild floweis. Serena gathered 4^ 
eharraing nosegay.— ^he recounted the plea^ 
siures of the past day, and her heart warmed 
with gratitnde ; she thought of the coinf(»l8 
of to*inorroWy and her bosom glowed with 
hope. Happy child ! blessed with health, 
with peace, with freedom, she knew and felt 
the blessings. She cast no discontented looks 
on richer or prouder mortals ; she ask^ Jbr 
B0 joys beyond her grasp. She came into 
this world to be happy, and by her yirtttes to 
make others so ; she fulfilled her destiny, and 
di8 eye of Heaven beamed on her with 
beaigmty. 

Serena met her parents a short dis^nce 
fiom the boose ; they had 9troUed that wagr 
in expectation of seeing ber.-^^' Ah ! how 
glad I am ibat Pdid not stay!" thought 
Serena: <<I shoukl ncH tbea bare, met mjr 
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dear fadier ftnd mother ; I should haye disap- 
pointed them; I should have disappointed 
myself." 9he ran eagerly towards them; 

* they eaoli took a hand, and, thus hap{dy 
placed, Serena doubly enjoyed the rest of her 
walk. She informed them of all she had seen 
or heard described; among other things, a 
new fi)ot-*cusbion, which one of her cousins 
had worked and sent her grandpapa ; it was 

' 'done in worsteds, neatly shaded and finished. 
^' How much I should like to do such a one 
for you, mamma ! " said Serena. — ^' I suppose, 
ray love, it is not difficult ? " — '^ No, mamma, 
perfectly easy ; and very pleasant work."— 
'* If you 4hink so, I will cheerfully get the 
materials for you." — '^ Thank you, mamoMt; 
I shall be so glad ! Aad ^en I have a Uttle 
time, I will begin it."— ^ A little time, Serena ! 
What do you mean?"-— *^^ I mean, mamma, 
that at present so much se^ms on hand, that I 
liad better wwt for a day of leiaure." — ^^ Bf a 
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day of Insure, if you mean a day without any 
occupation, Serena, I must say, I think you 
will wait in vain." — « Then, mamioa, shall I 
never do it ? " — " I hope you will j you have 
only to begin the work, and then it will always 
be ready for you to take up at every oppor- 
tunity ; thus, by degrees, it will be completed, 
and no other busbess neglected.'^ — " That is 
charming!" — ''It is thus, my dear Serena," 
said her father, ^^ that many extensive works 
are perfected. Dr. JobniSon, a writer, whom, 
I hope, you will one day read with equal 
pleasure and pn^t, remarks, 'that it is by 
small efforts, frequently repeated, that man 
completes his greatest undertakings, to have 
attempted which at (me continued efibrt, 
wo»id have baffled bis ability.' — Fix this 
remark on your mind, it will be very useful 
to you in iuture life ; and when once you have 
determined on tho propriety or necessity of an 

undertaking, set aboot H with patitot peisever- 
11* 
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9ace, assured that in time it will repzj foor 
eoEertioDS. Periiaps this coDYersation is above 
yoor present comprebensioo, but it forcibly 
struck me as very apposite to }'our mother's 
opinion; she will perhaps kindly simplify 
it for you.** — "Will yon, mamma?" said 
Serena, with a look of entreaty. " Certainly, 
my dear/' replied her moth^ ; " I will exem- 
plify your father's observation, and that, I 
believe, is your favorite mode of illustration." 
•— ^' Oh I yes, mamma, I love your short 
stories."—-" You remember the lace veil 
which I sent to your aunt ? " — " Yes, mam- 
ma, it was thought very elegant, and my aunt 
said it was a voy handsome present." — 
** Well, my dear, that veil was a work of tioM. 
I was several years about it." — ^"I wonder 
YOU began it, n^mma." — " Your aunt had 
done me great biiidnesses ; 1 . w^d to make 
her sooae aoknowledgment of my gratitude. 
I oould Bot iiflbr^ to buy ber anylfaing siifi- 



dmitlj: valuable. I thoii^t of oettiog a t^, 
v4iob I koew would he both useful aiid 
Jbandsome. This satisfied Rie oa the pzo- 
jm^y of so great an uodertaluDg/' — " And 
80 you began it?" — ^''I did, with a seciet 
seaolutioo, however^ that this enaployment 
sbpufai not interfere with any of my duties."-— - 
<^ What time did you find then to do it in ? " 
•^■^^ I made it the companbn of my few visttSy 
both at home and abroad ; and whilst fhe rest 
of the eompany played at cards, or sait UQoa^ 
ployed, I produced my nfitjUngK^ase ; ftody 
iboiigb my progress wae slow, jfet it W9S 
e«ftMn« SoQMiiBies, luoi hour occuwed U^ 
4ma ifomealm dutM ; wUrfi also I gave to 
tasgr MilMig. TImh^ iby. skiing eitery oppeir- 
*^ ni»ity, I at length ^ommj^ig^ mf und^tjiking, 
l«d|^ Jam fmnmf)90 imd the joexfiessihle {dea* 

mm of pKitwiting lo, yomrn^ ^ «fi^ of 
my h^ ami .^Mlilmlek"--*'^ J|»w iwcb it 
pltaaed.hati"r-*"I| dW, m^mi ^^ ^f 






ImppiMM was grester tbao hon." — ** MtmMy 
I will begin the Ibot-stocri."— « Yoa shall, waf 
dear; but it 'is neeessaiy first to enquire 
whether what you aie about to begm is wofth 
finbhing.''^-^^ T^, it is, mamma, I am sure ; 
for it will be ueefiil to you, and look very neait 
besides/' — ^^^But, remember, whate^rar is be^ 
gun must be properly completed; and no 
other business of the same nature undertaken 
till it h so." — ** Ah ! then I must finish my 
seeks fint/* — ^**By aH means; that is the 
aocupatiottof your Insure now; when finished, 
I will readily prepaie the matmals of the foot* 
stool for jiMj*-^-^* Yen are veiy good, masii* 
ma! '' — ** Tea, S^raMi, let us net tmget ^km 
old fuIe-«-OQe ibiag at a tiase/' ThM endai 
Serena's happy tiskiiig^iay. 

How many eUUhan, with equal nsena «f 
pleasive, wouM hat« spettt a-dny tf veKaiiM 
and msappeintment I SeMMi pnwueed m a 
giesft nwamiM her «wn enjoyoMt. Butt 
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jli»dfni<hfff» Ibomfi am ikai, 1r«s m M tan, 
and DO fhyUkm ; j«t fierem) by enJuii- 
WNTiiig to ainiiM bim» foiaiid benetf anmsed. 
TbB dfamer wts good; SeKM tCe of it 
m^Aiglfy md wm9 icfireBhed* Had she been 
iliss :iiiodenil8y and eatan a great deal, ahe 
Wfluid piobaUf bare beM fiick> and iacapal^e 
of enjoyii^ a ncny aftetaooa. The ladies 
who csdted, distressed her Ibr m oioedetit^.iigr 
mtkiog faer to tepeal ; but their praise of her 
eMigiiig dispositioa moie than made up ibr itlie 
flaeneiitatf pidn, and gave ker m Mciet and- 
laung satnftctioa. Madebe beevobstiaele, 

bar beait would have aoevased b^r* . Sbt 
Okhmj fidfiUed ber notber's direettoo, and 
retumed booie imnediatdjr wbeii tbe serrafit 
caaoe for ber. Had she sei^eeted this direc- 
tion, she would not euly have aaissed tbe 
pleasure of meHiitg ber pateiKs, bat pcobaU/ 



inciimd tMr diajpfemm, and dius dosed iwr 
daf with ibw deserved leproeclMs. Thai, 
theOy never let us fargpt that it fa ia oar 
powor to turn eirerythbg to advanCage; to 
make eveiy mcideot bestovr eout e at , if not 
happiness : and that, when we ooas^ain of 
disappoiBtmeot, we o«ght to look into our own 
faveastSy and seek there tar the cauae ; for there 
we shaU most Htely find it. WhUst we are 
peeivisb in our own boaoms, nothbg that 

» 

happens ean please us; whSst we are con- 
tented m onr b o s ea M , nothing that happens 
ean mahe «s mutnlj misemble. Seseoa 
Always finnrf it eof and se nay eveiy little 
gtri^ and 0*017 ^^'^ *^> ^^ 
lotiy it 
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CHAPTER Vin. 

Hipplnett to b« fimad erw^pviiAre.— Town and C^fDontiy 
have both their owm Advantaget. — The Charnia of earl/ 
Monung.— The Benefits of Activity. 

Thk next day, SeTOoa accompanied her 

mother m a walk to a farm at smne dbtaDce*: 

as usual, she chatted as they went aliHig. 
" Mamma ! one of the ladies, yesterday, at 

graadjpapa's, patted me on the head, and said, 
* Poor child, these are her best days ; she will 
Bever be so menry agam.' What did that 
mean, mamma ? Does Ae think I shall be 
miserable when I grew up?" — ^'No, my 
dear, not exactly that; but it is a common 
idea with many giown-up people, that child- 
hood is the happiest season of life/' — ^^ How 
should that be, mamma ? ''-—<< How should it 
be indee^} fivmial For my part I do not 
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understand it." — ^^ Why, maimna, I should 
think, as I grow older, I shall know more, and 
80 be happier ! " — " True, my child, increase 
of knowledge must open new sources of 
happiness. Does net erea the knowledge of 
reading give you many hours of amusement ? " 
-— *' Yes, indeed, and writing too, mamma ? " 
-^^^I could name many other acquirements 
that are sources of eonsiderable enjoyment." — 
" Have you no pleasures, mamma ? " — ^^ Many, 
my child, very many. Yourself and your 
brother are sources of many of my sweetest 
joys ; the society of your father — the power 
of pleasing him and you — these are my bless- 
ings." — "And old grandpapa, too, even lie 
can be happy ! " — " He can indeed, Serena ; 
for he has to look back upon a blameless aad 
useful life; be sees his obUdren aad graud- 
cbildren rising around him ; be feds that he 
receives, apd that he deserves, their respect 
and tenderness." — ^^ Ah 1 maskma^ I wish I 
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w«re older I " — ^' Stay, my chHi ; every age 
has its cafes, as wall as Us enjoymenlB. 
Your l»oth^ and yourself, ia health, are 
B^ joy ; but in sickness, I thuik upon you 
with an aching heart. Your father's society 
is my dearest solace; but I cannot with- 
out many pangs behold the inroads of a 
disorder that wiU too surely one day rob am 
of this my best blessing* Your dear graodr 
father, feeble with age, feels every day his 
strength departing from him, and finds himself 
every hour less capable of eiyoying the good 
that surrounds bimi-^-eveB you, Serena, yo« 
have your cares." — " Ah ! j^es, mamma, when 
I .lost my brother's pretty rabbits; when I 
nftke you, or pap^ angry ; when I neglect 
vgr lesson, or am <&appwited of any promised 
plea^ure."---^' Tbus> then, my dear Utile girl, 
we have dtseovesed, we h^sm provedi th^t 
every age has its good aod evfl : let us, then^ 

enjoy each period, a^ il wrivea^— you are now 
12 



j«Ning Md heridiy.^' — '< Tes ! manraM, wd 
have nmajy ob! how many pleasuiw I ''*^ 
^*Edpj them, then, mj sweet Serena, in 
thankMiiess to htm who bestows them upM 
you— ^Dd do not fear to giow old : iocrease 
of age briogs no iaerease of sorrow, whilst yov 
preserve your heart pure and blaineless.'' — *^ I 
hcqpe, manmia, I shall be as happy when I as 
old as dear grandpapa ! " — ** You must be as 
goo(f when you are young, then, as he was ; 
you must prepare tar age as he did, by useM 
and Tn^ous youth."-— ''I will, mamma, I 
will; I win be ha{»py dways, for I will be 
good always.** « 

They had new peached the ftmn; andy 
whibt her mother was in^irbg aboitt seoM 
poultry, Serena Averted heisdf by ebaerviBg 
all that was gt>ing foiward. In one ooraer, a 
fine^ brood of yocing chickeas were piclmg up 
the graki, wMefa themr mother^ the tarefiil hea, 
icratciied upi and showed liiem. The faimePs 



dauf^tw stood near watefaiag tbeir motioas, 
for tbey were her chickmis, and she daily fed 
Uiem. ^'Tfaeae are your chickens?" said 
Searena, addressing the little girl. ^' Tes, 
ma'am, tbey are all my own, and I am so 
fond of them— 4ind I have a lamb too ; shall 
I show him to you ? " Serena asked her 
mothn's leave, and, having received it, fol- 
lowed the little girl to the home-field ; there 
snug under the shelter' of a hedge, ]|pr a 
fat little lamb and its dam. Tbey both 
jumped up, and came skipping to the call of 
tbeir yoimg mietreas. Serena was delighted^ 
^' What a pretty creature ! " she exdbumed ; 
^< bow ianooent it looks 1 how gentle 1 " — ^^ It 
ia very ^puet, aodaed," said tlie girl; ^'you 
riMH aee it Imi frooi my hand." She tbeo 
gafth^sed a bandfid of fresh grass, which the 
Iamb nifeiJblad fimi her band. lo (be stmie 
fidd, Sarefta lan: a yowg ealf^ that was 
gamboling abcMg^ is^, ^»*-*-^ Every thing 
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seems Happy bere,^ said Serena.--^ Sure, 
ma'am/' aoswered ber cbubby^faced com* 
panion, ^' we baye notUng to make us sad " 
Tliey returned tbrougb tbe garden ; it was 
fiHed witb various useful TegetaUes— 4be fra- 
grant bean, tbe gaj-flowered potato; whibt 
one littll^patcb, alone devoted to flowers, 
presented clusters of pinks, roses, and beart's- 
ease. ^<Tbis is my garden,'' said the litde 
gfarl ; 'J^ father gave it to me, and I w(»k here 
every holiday." She gathered a charming 
nosegay for Serena, who thankfully received 
it. In leaving the garden, they passed a 
clean pig-sty, where a large sow, and her litter 
of twelve vlktmp little pigs were all nesHiiig 
in their bed of straw. Sereaa thovghc Ae 
never saw anything so oomA»tftble. ^WImH 
ebe have I to show you? " said Ae little gM. 
"^Ob! the bee4MVe9."-«-^ Wat wm tbe beea 
fdng you ? " mU 9&muu^^Tlm gM fatughed. 
^No, suie, ma'am, wtesi mtitmi I were to 



pkgM^ them, which I never do." . The hee- 
htf<M were raaged under a sunojr wall, over 
which a vine hung its rioh festoons.. The 
cottage casetsent peeped through the glossy 
leaves, whilst the hum of the busy bees 
soothed the lisf^ing ear. It was a scene of 
peaceful industry — it was a scene of rural 
beauty, of humble bappteess. Serena, though 
young, felt all its charms, and stood ga^g 
wkb unmixed delight; The voice # her 
mHher calling for her, roused her; she 
tiumked her attentive little guide, and has- 
tened to her mother, who had completed hat 
commission, and they both took the way 
towards home* "Mamaaa," said Serena^ 
after a few minutes' silence — ^* mamma, hov 
oomfiHlable every thing appeared at the £u3n 1 
«-^0W iraat, bow obeerful I '' — ^< Yes, lay 
dear, I was muek pleased wath all I •aw*"*"-*' 
^ And so was I, iftamaMr Oh ! how I wish I 

Bsay Jidwayt Sum m lim Montfy I "-f-^< 1%e 
12* 
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country has certainly many charms, Serena; 
and there is a variety and gaiety in rural 
occupations that is wonderfully pleasing."*— 
" And then, mamma, the beautiful landscapes, 
the corn-fields, the rivers, the woods ! " — " All 
charming, Serena, all beautifiil ; all presenting 
to us the finished, the perfect work of a 
gnicious God." — ^^ Mamma, can a town .have 
any pleasures equal to these ? " — " The pleas* 
ures ^f a town, Serena, are very different 
from those of the country ; yet, should you 
ever reside in a town, it would be your duty 
to find them out and to enjoy them." — " Well, 
mamma, now I cannot find out a single pleas- 
ore-— no walks, me views, nothing but dose 
streets and dusty lanee." — ^^ You make me 
smSe, Serena, at your descri^ion. My dear 
child, how many thousands of your f^oiw* 
tsreatures fly to lowiis and eitieS) ts the ofily 
epots wkeie enjc^raeot c«b be Ibiuidl"— 
*<Maau&a, is thtft poteMo}*^ — ^^^Very po»- 



jsUe, find Terjr lru«y S^eiui." — ^^'Theo 4o 
^U .me what tbey find so ehanniag i& a 
4wwtt."— "They ind society, my dear,— a 
laif e, polished^ apd unpioviDg society 1 " — 
"That's true, imuiuika, to be sufe; that I 
thUik must he recy {4easaBt ; but I fancy you 
cannot ne^tiM anytbbg more/' — ^'Wbat 
thiak .ypu, Sereoai 91" enlarged means of 
iBstructioD and impreveaieBt ? ETtteoaira 
Uhraries &g the student-pictures %r tk» 
fointei?: then, too, the various naastMi in 
eFery branch of ait and scjeace.''*--*" i^ ! 
these are advantages, iad«id, mauna ; hmf 
much I should like to possess tbem 1 "---^^ Yiw 
jroast seek ht tbei% then, wbsire they can 
flooe be ibu}Mi<w4o ppyutei:^ i^ities,"--^" Ah ) 
I aee tbere aro partii^%r adv^t^fts ior eveqr 
|ila^9 and every aialJoo."--^" Tbei«f %^ Sir 
rena ; aad it k a tiulb that eiua Mmt ^^ tm 
£re^eotly incukitted, for ii leads te ooi^tft)^ 
men^t with our lot^ and- a cheerftil va^goa^ 
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to our station in life, be h what it tnuf/*-'^ 
*^ Ijdi mo see, m&mmt ; m the eouDtry, we 
have pleasant walks, beeutiful views, fresh air, 
sweet flk)wers, and libertjr to ran and frisk 
abocit whenever we please* In town, we 
should have sensiUe acquaintance, delightfiil 
libraries, pictures, and useAiI masters ! ^o*- 
** Well summed up, Serena,"—" Mamma, I 
8l8l love the country best ! "— ^< I am glad of 
k, m^ child ; it is the scene where your 
fiiture Kfe will most probably be laid-— your 
education has best itted you lor it : and let us 
be thankful that our wishes and our fate are 
fkas happily united.*' 

Th» conversation was here kiteitopted^--^ 
Serena saw her feifiMr al a distanoe ; he had 
as open letter fii his haAd, and seemed conAig 
ttt tail them some agreeaUe news. Serena 
eegerly- ran towards hkn, her mother also 
fiuekened her paoe : b a few lainutes they 
«li met together.-^^ Wbat news have you fx 
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us, papa?'' said Serena, half out of breath, 
** A letter from Felix,*' said her father ; " his 
school will break up next Monday week, and 
he longs to see us all ! ** — " And how we long 
to see him!'* cried Serena: "dear, dear 
Pelix!"— "I hope he is well," said his 
mother. " Quite well," answered his father ; 
"but when Serena has recovered her breath, 
she shall read this letter to you." — ^**Dear 
papa," exclainned Serena, "first tell me when 
you will go for him ? " 

"Lef me see," said her father ; **hfa school 
will break up on Monday, he says.* — ^* Yes, 
and you will go on Sunday, and be ready for 
htm," said the i^atteiit Serena. "Gently, 
tuy lore," antwereq her father; "you know 
I neirer travel on a. Sunday." — *^ Only this 
once, papa ! " — " No, Serena : this is a mat- 
ter of little importance, and ought not to 
break into a bng-established rule." — ^"But, 
papa, matiy people tirav^l on Suttday." — 
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**Thef do, my dear, and ma/ perhaps b^ 
aUe to give good reasons for Ibeir conduct: 1 
do not blame tbem; but, tbioking as I do, 
tbekr conduct cannot be an excuse for me* It 
shall not," — " But, papa, is there really any 
barm in travelling on a Sunday ? " — '^ Serena ! 
why was Sunday set apart from all the other 
days of the week ? " — " For rest and devotion, 
papa ! "— <* Is either of these purposes an- 
swered by travelling ? Tell me." — " Indeed 
it is not, papa." — " Then, my love, do we 
not oppose the express command of God, 
when we make Sunday a day of woridly 
busiaess ? "--i-" Dear papa! I did not think 
of thai ; I see now bow widced it is/' — I am 
sure my little gurl, thai you now voderstaod 
me, and will erer bear in mind that aotbii:^; 
but the most pereopto^ neoessity should 
force us to occupy Sunday with business 
unworthy of its h<Jy destination." — " Papa, 
I will midearqc always to r^meniber this."—- 
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^I thmk I must begin my jonraejr im die 
Monday morning ; and on Tuesday — "— *^ We 
shall once more embrace our dear Felix I "-- 
^^ Restrain your raptures, Serena, or you will 
not have power to read this letter, which I 
imow will give you great pleasure." Serena 
took the letter. ^ Shall I read it aloud?'' 
said she. — ^*<Do, my love,** answ«red her 
mother. Serena thus began: 

*' Mt dear Fathsr, 

''How happy am I to tell ytm that our 
vacation will commence on Monday, 90th 
instant, and that I shall be ready any hour of 
that day to return with you to my dear home. 
What joy shall I have in agam embraciag my 
dear mother and sister ! The latter I expect 
to &id much grown and impfoved. Tdll her, 
I hope she wiD tMnk me improved also ; for 
Indeed, my dear fktiier, I have tery eanestly 
endeavored to Attend to aU my kind mai^ter^s 
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imtrMtlow* I like school yeiy much; hfim 
are several very clever bojs, and tbejr aio 
almost aH veiy good-natured. The naheffs^ 
too, are very kiad, and I never was happier ia 
my life. Do not let Serosa think Irooi thi^ 
that I am sorry the holidays are approaching 
Though I like school, I love home: here I 
ean be v^7 happy ; but there I can never be 
miserable. Oood-bye, dear papa ; {>ray give 
my afPectionate love and duty to mamma, and 
as many kisses as you please to Serena* I 
■amain ycm ever dutiful and affectionate son, 

Fblix. 
<^P« S. I mi^oae my garden is over- 
spread with waeds» a^d fancy I shall have 
a long job in deariBg them »way." 

Serena smiled as abe aread this poatsor^. 
<* He wHl bs agreeably surprised/' said ah#, 
^^wb^ be fitt4s his garden without a single 
weed"— ^. He «^ jiilbod,'' said her mother ; 



^ txA you, I think, will have almost as much 

pleasure ia describing your industry in his 

service, as if yott had to tell bim, that, on hb 

leaving us, you had cried yourself sick."*-^^ I 

see, mamma, you are laughing at me,^ said 

Serena ; *' and, indeed, I think I deserve it/' 

— ^**You would have deserved it, my love," 

replied her mother, *'htd you ndt heeded my 

advice ; out as it is, you have two things to 

remember with pleasure," — ^* Two things, 

mamma ! Which are they ? "•— " First|. the 

satisfaction of having served your bityther; 

and, secondly, that you did so in opposition to 

your ow» weaker feeKngs, and in obeying 

me," — ^* Bfamma, you always tdl nae of some 

go«d, or of some pleasure." — " Happy should 

I be, my dear child, could my instructions, 

and my assistances make yoiir fitlore life one 

scene of unbroken, uaclooded peace ;— -but we 

are at the end of our wulk, and have now 

many presftag ittMers t» asraiige/' 
13 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Tfae Daly of SsmrtioB.— Indoleaee « Criaie,«-How to 

, .tfaorten a long Paj.— Anxiety indulged leadi to mmj 
Miachiefs. 

SxmsKA spent a bappj week in afttieipatbg 
her brother's return. Every evening, she 
watohed the setting sun that closed another 
day ; she watched it with pleasure, for eve- 
ning was welcome to her. Every mornmg, she 
opened her eyes with new glee ; the first 
thought tliat rushed to her heart was^ <' I shall 
soon see my brother ! " She rose, she dress* 
ed herself, she wandered through the garden* 
How chaining are the fresh breezes of the 
early numiing? Serena felt tbenn ijavifonits 
her frame. ^^ Felix will soon be here/' she 
exclalmedy as she wandered along ; ^^ he will 
also say widi m», bow aveel are these 
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i^m be togetlMr 1-^Wo ifaaH b« btppjri*^ 
Ok 1 kvw htiipy I"— TboB dm iadhilged har- 
^sdl^ oAtil ibe bowr of bre^&al htiriDg arrived, 
dM fioMfd th« boiM wUh a hc% giowkig 
wkh ImMi a&d joy.— *'< Mftoinu^" she ex- 
cbimed, "I hmwt bad such a cbarmiag walk ! 
Tbe fMdeD is aov ao verj pbasant ! Every- 
tUDg so bright and beaatifiil ! " — ^^ I ooograHi- 
late you, my bfrV aoswaied her moibar, 
^oa bavkg tasted the ehanns of tbis iae 
noniag : k is one of our best oommy ei^- 
meMu*^ — ^ It is iodeed, QSiaaiM ; X wmder 
how people oas boep ao «r«Bh ia bed, and 
k»ve th* dw to sh9M Madanied I "^'^ I 
Ugatlpt aibr^t^rSMpa; i^ oan only ae- 
mm^ ibt k bgr <QPi»bidiBg, that, as they 
otvfr taiedi tbey tre %«aiaiit of tbe peculiar 
iaduIg^Ma of aady iisiog«"— '< But why do 
tbey Dot tiy, maawft ? " — ^*^I suppose, my 
love, diey a^e tM i^k Idl^oess,. Serena, is 
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ibe grtat bane (if bttimte tiii^iiMto. IVpMk 
The am, It dMRs fte faeaM, It tfekieiRi'lk 
fimcy. Were I caRed upon 16 %atii6 -fie 
gr6at«st ttietny to felicfCjr or lo Hftue^ 4 
shooM withom hesftaiiDii deelare ikat tolMljr 
to be idleness.'* — ^^ I Bm sure Of that, tnaititnnt ; 
for if I bad 1>eefi idle, my bibtb^r'e ^aiiMta 
Wodd bare been vdweeded, lib Socles ^kht-' 
finisbed, and, instead of bemg pllsasiNi, ^I 
should bare been discontented, etoas, '&d 
'iitth«pft)r."— «You win And it so th^ooft^ 
llfc, Serena ; and eveiy day that yoii Bve WB 
prove to jou tkat' activity leads to numerol&s 
edjoyments. ¥oa '#ill ieeal niy vtiMs, jnni 
hdA theSr titrtb.*^—*" I Ikei ihcf libif, ^aiMn : 
Ibr, dibugfa I ^TO but a dm, I y/b^ 'OMti) 
tUit fliers b greater j^eMlre 'in to ^^M% 
momiRg's wa!k,^iin in rfl Hut 4ki^ii^'mA 
doling of the la%r rfyggard.^'-^-Hirei, ^f 
dear little gH; and, as you grovr '^Id0r, I 
hope you wffl also ' discover 'fliat a lilb 



4|g^ ijfif^r ImtD^Ks jojs. beyond all tbtl 
^9ffl^ and kq^uipv^s iodoleppe has power tp 
Ims^W^ It besUm^^, Sm9a« peace of mind, 
-H^. appsovkig eopscienpe^ — ^tbose greatest 
oC eaitbly blesfiW[i|».'7 — '' E:!|«k?M!^ makes, us 
M#%4 ^ ! Does it oot, raaouoa } " — <' It 
doeSa (iiy l^^ve.; ii aot oqIj reiieyes map/ 
disordecSf but p(eTeiit3 loaiiy. Indeed^ I 
iHiQir mcve than one iostaace, in which air 
and ei;eici8e alooe perfectly re-establishe^: 
a veiy: $ifug: aad shattm^d cqastitutipQ/' 
rrr^f Hpjf W<^ iluUx de«r: mammi^! Do leU 
ipn^"— " A lady, mz lo% wbjfc bai^| weak 
mkfg!, , thpqghv thl^^ *f , bad weak 
Im^ih^ #id 4i»^d hfifffiif rmfffni u^ any 
W WttWP^ %e lHy till Isite in bed, wafted 

Wf fii ktfi vH. she M, felH to Hi, ^ 
13* 
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she was a wife and a mbdier.'^ — '^ Rer podr 
children^ mamma !^' — ^^And her poor bus- 
bandy my dear, both were to be pitied.*'*-- » 
<'And did she die soon?''— « She woiM, 
most assuredly, had not a true friend di»* 
covered to her her real state, and that nothing 
bot exertion coidd possibly save her life.** — 
^And what did she do, mamma ?"<-^<^ She 
made a good resolution, and very wisely kejtf 
it — ^she altered all her plans— Hibe rose early, 
she took long walks, she superintended her 
garden, asristed in the education of her chit* 
dren, and overlooked the business of ber 
bouse.'*— " And what became of her, tpun* 
ma ? ^ — *^ She is at this moment the berithiest 
and happiest woman of my aoqmbitaiiee. 
With her fears vanidied ber low i^iffls, sto 
gained cheerfiibess as wdl as stmigdi, ani 
fives to be the ccmifcrt and sQf^iOft of ber 
family and fiiends.^-^^^ That wfli a bappjr 
end to her story, nMuanw { ^-^<< It was, nqr 
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4}ff . u^ ^!f^\i b^ so to that of mtii/ others. 
Bttt we must ifo^ f tteod to our own duties." 

The long-i^ujh((ed-ibr Monday at l^qgth ar- 
mredf Serena saw her father depart, without 
a sigh. He was goioj^ for her brother ; that 
d^ Mend and compaoibn, whose society she 
^d so Ioii{ missiied^ wbos^ presence she was 

* * • 

so soon again to enjoy. ''This day will 
seem veiy Ipng to me^ inaiqmi^" said Serena. 
" You hare spoken very accurately, my. dear ; 
it will teem, it will not iseally be longer/' 
r«^li€)d her noother, sqsilingly. ''That i;^ 
trufi, mamma ; but if I thinl; so, I shall feel 
{t '^ you know." — *^ You ^fe qpite a logiciaoi 
Sereni^: hq^eier, as the matter depends on 
jiffff OWP feelii^p^ the pnly comedy must be 
19. chfnfe ljh«in."-r-!^ Cttfuige my feelin|;S| 

Htmm • "— " Xm. ^^ ^^W^j uneasy, unfit 
lofc any biwi||esihT-re8tless,*'-—r" Mamma, you 
m % c<«pw»r ! You hay^ to exactly d^ 
«#ed ^t } ^i^^"-«Well, th.en, I wiH 
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eondoue my ebojuntioii, and put tbis onaful- 
ing anxiety to fligfat/'*— '^ Ah I mamma, if 
you coald do that, you would be a conjuror 
indeed." — ^" Where is your woik-basket?'*— • 
''I cannot woA^ mamma.'**— " Nay, Serena, 
if you will not make the slightest exertion to 
forward my plan, I certainly cannot relieve 
you/' — ^< But work b so tiresome now, when 
my heart is foil of other matters." — ^' Physic 
is unpleai^nt, Serena, and yet often gives ease 
from pain."-^^' Mamma, here Js my work- 
basket." Serena said this with a mdancholy 
air; she sighed often, and looked thoughtfol. 
Her mother, by degrees, drew her to 4ftke 
interest in her work. Serena's brow became 
less clouded. When the woik was completed, 
her mother desired her to read her a httle 
story; she did so, and was much amused* 
They walked in the garden, and when the 
dock sounded tfie hour for dinner, Serena 
started. » Bless me! ii it so late?" said 
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'A%* AAer dinner th^ flowo^pots were filled 
'with fresh-gathered roses. This was a delight- 
fbl employment ; Serena exerted all her tasta 
m the disposal of her flowers, and when she 
replaced them on the stands, her mother 
highly admired her judicious arrangement 
The rabbits were next vbited and fed ; some 
fifttit was gathered ; and, as Serena and her 
mother sat under a shady tree, eating it, they 
had a great deal of entertaining cpnyersatioa. 
As a great indulgence, Serena's attentive 
mother (ordered the tea-table to be brought 
out, and permitted Serena to perform A» 
honors of it. ''Bow much I enjoy my tea 
b this bower!" exclaimed Serena. ^^Yes, 
my love,'* answered ber mother, '< the bahny 
air wafting around ^r, the open riew of the 
surrounding country, xhb warbling <^ birds and 
file fragrance of flowers, give great zest to our 
fedings, and invigorate and enliven our 
thoughts. A room, however (ury, camiot 






t(io ! " T^i9, pun w«. povr 4)egin9ii^. to |o|| 
^)» splendor of ite gloiy, aad wfi^f ni^l^iif || 
milder beaulj over tibe #tuijt bJUi.. $«!ef| 
ipd h^r n^ot^er left their bower, %i|4 $ftUQtei;tpi 
tbKM^^h the surroinidiiig ields and Wopd% 
Th^y mounted tbe beathi tibejr skirted thf 
nv^. Natpi:©, «wr cbermin^ eyer nf>^, 
(ijP(bred them voiiety of beauty* The yjlhff 
H^ll cbkned eight as Serena, di»w teward* bee 
\totM, <'Mai]p)ni^ n. it pftSjHJble.? Can it fte 
|o?"— s^ift fxplpopied. ^'H* it i»d«ed so 

fwMtlf lytMB. d>n dfijr Ivif PW94 S "•«-•' Y<l I 
^)9i^t yw «p«|cte4 a Jong ^- Clw^ 
i|ii«0Mnt fcf this, ^iia ? "— « Qh ! jr^s,, ^ 

Tj^ye bept amuted; { |»Te Jpat t^^ong^t Qjf d^ 
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lo nfiiake an expected long day seem a short 
day, Serena/' — " Tes, mamma ; and for this 
knowledge, as for erery other, I must thank 
you!*' The gmtefiil child Oirew her little 
arms nnmd her iiaodier's neck ; she kissed her 
cheek ; she felt the pleasure of gratitude, tho 
joy of expressing it. ''My Serena!'^ said 
her mother, as she tenderly returned her 
caresses — ^''my Serena! if you feel such 
gratitude to me fer opening your heart to joy, 
how thankful ought you to be to the gracious 
God who gave you a heart capable of feeling 
it ! If I have obliged you, by pomting out to 
you the sourees of hapf»ness, how boundless 
b your obligadon to that great God, who 
ireitted these sources of happiness f To I$m, 
.&en, let ycur soul aiise kk neyer-ceanng 
praise ! Frdm Him wpm^ ^all your felicity 
IB this world-— on ifim rest all your hopes of 
the woild to come. My dearest child ! nerer 
finget the sacred ties diat bind you lo your 



QpA a%d Father b HoavsQB." Th^, lH*rt.< 
^ffmD% was. deeply affected; her little lifMT^ 
jjKlw:«d WAtb devotbiu Her oDotber Qb^erveii^ 
ti^wpoct, t}ie, sacfed ipipressipA. Th^j^ 
tb^ic vaJk m silenoe; but the 9)onM»alt, 
tfaejr eQtcflE^ the house Serena flew to her. 
cfalipber, apd, dupwing hArself oa her Ifx^egf^^ 
hneath^ oiit her e^eoing aaciifice pf pfayer 

mi: piwft* 

It wa? Tue^dp^-^T-^^ This eFening. injr- 1|esk 
^h^ will be hfNfe," tboiight Serepa} as, she %^ 
^yieaed her ej?^. v^ the day^ She. neiffffl^bmi^ 
kfNT yestecdnj^'s »cipe for shorteniog: a lo9|^ 
i99* ^ «J)pM hmeir i;v:ltl^ assfidi^ty tQ 
hoc le$«09« ; ^ walked i sbe i»a4^ Pinae^^. 
iKWr aidved & ^ aAeo^cKWL w«s pft^Hl K \ 
W*jC rf Ifghtgr Qppiipatiops ; at leij^,, t|^ 
ev^oMig bdgao. t«> <?Iasie^ With, a f alpitati^ ' 
h^m S^rw^ lilltfiflfid to, exeu ^M»dj, •^^ 
W9III thm oiDe^ the gftideoeifs iRchft^)^|;)rr|^;i( 
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*ni^M^ Wb^ she saw "Wis 'feftsing ivH^- 

'Mirr6W atid the gard^tfer retftts ft^ thte 'm^. 

;/|[ll AOVir ms st3I, sa^e "A^ dfartanft iHiistb W 

llie returning la1k)rer, or the ^Vort fearidilgs 

^f 6is sKt^dftnt dog. 'SfeTeha, iinxidtis aid 

'il^t^/^aft's&todjr watching '-ibe ilow faaAd 

l&i' 'the ietcMag T5lbck. It jKftrted ^at tihife. 

'S^retfa ^rfglfed heavily.— "Mtoima, 1 fe^r they 

"iHBtt&t come lOHinght ! '* Said slie. ** I begfa 

• fo iter «) too, my love.*' Serena's* eyes^ ffiISi 

"t^ith tete. **'rhen, mamma, 1 darfe 'Jiy, 

sbnSe accident lias hajppcnf&F.'^^^" Wo, Ifjr 

^hild, I tnist not; ib» weatbar tikd bedift Jto, 

^ the roadar tfre excdient :^^I cimot 1hi6k «n^ 

''lecident Bis bi!pp^!itk4.^^'' 'Wm FcHts: Is 

ti&ea ai, (^, i^erbaps, '|apa **^— ^"'Lftt Ife 

Ml iiort^ '6kT&Aif48 ^ih tbe^ >^^i9 ftiS», 

'Hiilfeiia; We kaveno pif^eaim foef^ff of i06<^- 

tthiing the titrtb, and, »«Jlll ^M^e dafe, ^nfe 

"ihiill 1$^ uselessly embi^eififtg th«e hoiin.'*^ 

'""BiiSit if all l^ not »ftft, MM»a'? ''i:^<1Mi 
14 



niD, my dew, wb un wnmg to be ijbm 
weamg out our adeogtb and spirits; it will 
vender us incaprideof gifiag assistence, sbofiM 
mr w<Nrst fean be troe." — ^^ Mammal bom 
can yoa accoant for their not being here ? ** — 
''Many circsmstances, ray dear, may have 
arisen to detain them/' — ^^'But then papa 
would have written/' — *^ He might have been 
prevented ; or perhaps he has written, and the 
letter has miscanied, or will arrive to-moirow. 
When we are b the power of so many events, 
my dear Serena, let us not fear the worsts but 
radier hope the best. Hope was given us to 
soothe the hours of despondency, and never 
can we better eall in ks aid than in such a 
moment as this/' — ^^'And do not you fear 
too, mamma ? " — ^^ I will not prel^d to say, 
Serena, that I am as happy as if onr dear 
travelLars had puactoally arrived*'' — ^^^Oh! 
no, mamma' that is imposaUe." — ^<'It is 
imposnUe, Seeeaa ; yi^ at the same time, I 



HSftk Ik tiy duty tb mtlke my Reason so fir 
rndStUt ity fesHiigs, that they shaH not tead 
ibb to Qii^teftil tnurthunngs^ or Impioaa 
fegfets.*'-^" Dear motber, your eyes ei^ 
now ai% fell of tears.**-i-« Do not, tfieny 
increase my Weakne^/Serena, by yotir feais ; 
we mnst mutually comfort each other, and dot 
matually harass each other.'*-— Serena felt tbh 
ftlH force of this observation ; she saw hov 
much her mother struggled for oom()ostir^ 
and resolved to imitate her fortitude, fi^ 
wiped away her tears, she* checked her sobt 
she silenced her gloomy anticipation, she evea 
spoke cheerfully to her mother. Ten o'clock 
arrived. Serena's mother became pale and 
exhausted ; the afieetionate little girl forgot 
her own disappointment ; she hastened to her 
mother, she soothed her with endearments, 
she enlivened her with hope. The servant 
entered with refreshments. To oblige Serena^ 
her mother ate some chicken and drank a 



ficde wise : ScKM iBd 80 UM. << Thank jot, 
o^ cUld,'' said her niollicr, aflbctionatdj 
cinbracm( her, ''yoo bare beeo a great com* 
fcrt to ma this eveniog/' Serena Mt henelf 
repaid Cnt all her exerUonSd — ** We will now 
go to bed,'' continued her mother, *'and try 
lo sleep, that we may gab strength far the 
duties of to-morrow, whatever they may be.'' 
Serena obeyed in sflenoe ; and after ienrmitly 
praying lor the safety of the two dear travels 
Isis, they both retired to their pillows. 
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CHAPTER X. 

rdM Sonibiiitf.— Tlie BlMwngi of Home.— C<mdiiidoB» 

Another day was passed in painful suspense 

—no letter — no tidings of the travellers, 

Serena was mberable; it was in rain that 

she admired her noother's patient resignation ; 

it was in vain that she endeavored to unitate 

It: her feelings were not sufficiently under 

her control ; they overwhelmed her reason. 

'« My dear Serena," said her mother, in a mild 

tone, ** I hope, as you grow older, you wiU 

gain the ascendancy of your feelings, or they 

will otherwbe be the source of many sorrows 

to you. Such ^trials as these are common in 

life, and we ought to be prepared for th«d« 

Should the event be as you fear, will these 

tears prepare you tbn supporting distress ^witll 
14* 



fi^tode ? Should it be otherwise^ should il 
prove safe and well, with what self-repioacli 
will you look back on so many hours lost in 
causeless regretmJ '^^ Ghmaaa promised pa- 
tience. — ^^ Come, then, my love, let us go to 
our supper ; we made a bad dKnner, and must 

WW ^: ^<> ^^bfty^ M.^f^" S^T^nsn sat dowii 
iQk the. t;s|ble^ but. she could not eat ; her 
]|H>ther} hoTy:eTer, tool^ something. — ^^Mamr 
mn.^ hps^:. can you eat 2 I am sure I cannot: — 
tlbb^ k such a choking in my throat/' sai4: 
^i^n^. ^'' That^ is a nervous affectiooy Serena^^ 
P^uced fagr indulged, anxiety. At your age^ 
i| may be conijaered ; heres^ter you may try 
il^ vajn^"— r'^ Ilideed, mammaj I cannot help 
it."*—'' Indeed> my Ipve, you can. Make the 
a^bOKPRt : I will ensure, success." Serenfi took 
(m^jBfiQil^Sul^it was. unpleasant to her y she^ 
however^ persisted^ and soon fi^lt tha choking 
in. hec tjiroat reia(Mr©d.-r" Mapima, tljis, la 
Wgp^i;. I m hettw 4rea/ly,"— « You^ sgs 
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lioir nmeb ire can do towards curing om^ 
wAvtM. I hare known nnajr fitde gUs wlio 
indolged Aemsdres by albwing er&rj Htdc 
AitrcM to OTcicome them, tiH dief became ao 
weak, that tbeir tears would ecmtinoallf be 
lowing, and Aey became complete hysteric 
Mies.'* — ^'^Wbat are hysterics, mamma?" — 
** A Yident burst of tears, my dear, indulged 
without restraint on trivial occasions; so I 
de&ie it." — ^''But can we stop our tears, 
mamma ? " — ** Certainly, my love ; the think- 
ing that they cannot be stopped is, howevw, 
die cause why so many are shed by a weak 
and idle fetiM^^IiQf." — ^* Mamma, you said 
that ironically.''— *'' Sensibility, Serena, is a 
word that is so generally misused, that I 
must confess it never passes my lips without 
fairing ridieokms ideas ; for 1 have heard the 
most direct sel6shness called an exquisite 
senriUlity.'^ — ^^'How could that possibly be, 
maouna ? "«^" In scenes of distress, Serma, 



H;fe^ I aae ^ ypuflg l^dj;, rq9K«ttean^ of % 
ipwediate object of co nimi p ein^ ^ thnmioc 
Jjenielf iji^ m ^ffiny of iM^kss Uan^-f-iiiiMf 
I s^ ib^e. a(teB(tioD& tbgt «p& dui^ to Ibft m) 
Hjfleier,. pliunied hf. tbe oxquwkeljr tenintu^ 
observer,— -I Uua ^ith cijsgu3t bm such aji 
Reeled ancl selfish cUspIay oC uolell mmr 
pAthj."-— '^ Ah ! y^, mitfDQM, I mo#a)b«r 
what you said ^i tbe cottage^ — tl^at la. wdi^f^ 
is bette^ tbaA to pity«"-r-<^I am gkd ](w 
hayiiQL so, well rQinembeced^ mj dear* It ^^ 
0^ the same pi^ijle that jusit now I wisbM| 
|0U tf^ eat sonoeibljig, aod not QODUoae tji^ 
exbaudt' yomself-rr" Was it, mamma?"— !r 
'^ Yes, my dear ; fiir t^m^, I kno^iic that to 
eat is against ^very pxU p{ exfpsitite $fiii$ibfj^, 
]r«t I also know U^al,^ withPMt mpoA s»jpfqf!^ 
the humaa fn^ puat sink into. iMiJiwwMyif 
i^ att^diag tbe sick-bed of a. belpyed^ f^i^od 
or rebuioD. it is an essfmtigl nart of our duti 
to take^ some, can of Q^Isel?e8• If we dp oo^ 



wfaat IS: Ibe ecm99qiieiice P^^Tfae invalid, jiiit 
fttdoyei^ fiKMn sicimesa, has the paiaful qoih 
TiotkNa thajt t^ ourse has suffwed by her cares 
for bioa, and vary probably baa ia bis turn to 
watch over her piUow, aad support her who 
ought to ha¥€i supported berself." 

The sound of a distant carriage now dri^w 
Serena's atteQ.tioB--^he flew to the doc^T it 
«kBw. nearer— ^e scaicely breathed — another 
moment, and a chaise drpye up to. tbe door. 
What a, joyous moment for Serena l-—«he 
beheld her father and brotber-*she was locked 
hi tbetr embrace— she heard their weUrknoifji 
TCMces,-— ^^ Both safe, both well ! " exclain^ 
the transported S^ena.-— '* Ah ! how happy 
I am I " — " You need not say so, my child," 
replied her mother; "your eyes are suffi- 
ciently expressive.'^ — ^'^And are you., indeed, 
so happy ? " mid her father, archly looking at 
her. <^ Can you doubt it, papa ? I am sure 
be cannot," said Serena* " You feel, theip, 
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the pang of parting somewhat lepaidt'*^^ 
*^ Ob ! yes, repaid — more than repaid — I 
never felt such joy before.'* — ^* Did I not teH 
jroUy Seteoif, that we must purchase our deai^ 
est ^ joy by some prenous trials?" — ** It is so, 
mdeedy P^P^? But we expected yoa on 
Monday/' — ^Did you not receive my Other's 
letter?" said Felix. «No, my love."— "I 
f^ar, then, you have been very anxious about 
us/' continued Felix. ** We will not talk of 
that now/' said bis mother: <' observe only, 
my Serena', how wrong we should have been 
lo have allowed our fears seriously to oppress 
us." — ^^'But there seemed to be cause, mam- 
ma/' — ^^Let us, then, .•from this instance, 
learn to act only fiom what tv, not what 
seems. Thus shall we save ourselves many 
hours of causeless sorrow. We will now, 
however, speak only of joy and of gratitude " 
— ^' How much Serena* is improved!" said 
Felix ; . ^< and, dear mother, how well you 



a, Euni^uig ou Ihe^arm of her brothiir, Led the way [o 
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IfAil Al) ! certafpljry there is nothing in tbia 

iporid 80 dear, ao veiy dear, as home." — 

'^ May you always, think so, my boy ! And 

OHiy. yoii always, possess a: peaceful and. an 

•Jldeaiyd home ! But, come, we are very 

k^gFJl pray give us something to eat/' 

Tb0 siipper-tabla w:as soon replenished .vndi^\ 

Cassk iriands. The happy family surrounded 

it ^th joyous faces. Serena often rose from 

h^ seat to press the hand of Felix, and 

whisper to him the overflowings of her heai^ 

The next day brought with it new enjoy* 

ments* Serena, hanging on the arm of her 

brothei^ led the way to his garden. ''I 

suppose it is covered with weeds," said he. 

Serraa cualy smiled, and they proceeded. 

Amved at the spot, what was the surprise 

of Felix, to behold the expected scene of 

desolation blooming with flowers, the weeds 

dastcpyed, the shrubs pruned — all neat, all 

QKfiuBg tl^L hand of careful cultivation! 
15 



a66 always happt. 

'^ Dear Serena ! " he tenderly exclamiedy 
^^ this is your doing — ^your industry has been 
exerted here." — ^^*Yes, brother, it was my 
work ; but you are indebted icnr it to mam* 
ma." — "How b that, Serena?" — ^"I can 
soon tell you. When you left us at Easter, 
If like a silly simpleton, sat crying in a comer, 
miserable myself, and useless to others." — 
" And mamma roused you f " — " She did, and 
showed me how foolish my behavior was; 
and now, Felix, I feel how right she was; 
tor my industry has pleased you, and I am 
happy." — " Thank you, my dear girl," cried 
Felix; "you thought of me when I was far 
away, and worked for me when I could not 
work for myself." — " And now, brother, I am 
so glad I have done something that would 
please you ; for in one matter I fear you will 
be angry." — " Angry with my little attentive 
gardener ! That is impossible ! " — Serena 
then, with many blushes, informed her brother 



of tlie sad storjr of the young mbbhs. Wbea 
she had fioished it^ <<WilI you ibrgire me, 
Fdiz/' added shoi ^^for my neglect? I 
Sttfiered so nmehy that I am sure I shali^ver 
put off a duty again/' Felix affectionately 
kissed her, and assured her of his entire 
fiirgiveness. '^ And besides/' added he, '^ if 
this circumstance has eured you of a fault, I 
shall be almost glad that it happened. So, 
good, you see, Serena, may be d^awn eveft 
from evil." 

Thus happily passed thb day, and every 
day of the life of Felix and Serena, By the 
advice of their kind parents, supported by 
their own unceasing exertions, they conquered 
ikeir faults ; and, by doing so, prepared them- 
selves to enjoy the many blessings that sur- 
rounded them. In sickness they were patient ; 
in sorrow they were resigned* They knew 
that riches could not confer happiness, and 
therefore did not covet th^n ; they knew t))|^ 



VAes could not confer peace, and tbmfftftf M 
iiot ask fbr them. Tbey 'di9covere4 tKaC In 
lour own hearts lies the secret of happinest. 
There, then, they searched for felicity— ^ere 
they found it. Tet troubles often assalM 
them ; but whilst their consciences whispered 
peace, they smiled at die little evils of IHci 
and bowed with humility to its greater sorrows. 
Were they sick, they looked forward to tfie 
hour of health, and bore uncomplainingly ^ 
inevitable lot of humanity. But in the days 
of health and prosperity, they remembered 
the gracious God who thus blessed them, and 
so remembering, doubled every blessing they 
enjoyed. 

Felix, without any remarkable Azre of 
ability, engaged assiduously in the profession 
which his fiither selected for him. By a 
course of steady and persevering exertion, he 
jaised an honorable station in life. He was 
^l^est, he was charitable, he wds pious. His 



wwmd vegaid to tniib i^MDam«d witk ite 

^tuomgh lift^ Md 6Mured to hiia the iMpeet 

.01 ttll who kaew him ; whikt the chMtMmms 

j^ hia cnmieni and tho benevolence of hk 

heec^y leodeiod him beloved by alL Tboe, 

)^ gradual impioveiDent, tbe petulant hoy 

faeoame a worthy and re9peetable man. The 

rlidplesa child grew into an iisefnl member of 

eooiely. 

Serena, too, — tbe Iktfe) oateless, idle Se- 

mna 1 Behold bee, the amiable dauj^er, the 

flJttctionate sister-^— the faithful friend. A. few 

yean of attentive eare has made this wondrens 

fj^ange ; has traoafermed 1^ tboughtleBs girl 

iolo die aemible woman See her cheering 

the latter days of her excellent parents, 

iseipaytng thorn, by a thousand attentions, Ibeir 

oave «of her infancy, their ioalnietion of her 

chiMheod. She learned music, but ahe did 

not leatn it to foiget it. She makes a moce 

vyuaUe ^use of this acfpiirement, for ahe 
15* 
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ocerts it to cheer her pareDts. When tin 
eTe&bg 18 daik, when the rain beats on the 
wmdowi and ihe wind howb throogh die 
leafless trees, Serena gailj/flies to b^ piano- 
forte ; ner fingers ran lightly o^er the kejrs ; 
ber Voice, feeble, yet cheering, accompanies 
the notes* Now she warbles the sportire 
tones of glee and menriment, and now swdSs 
to sacred melody of prayer and praise! 
Who directs the household cares, — ^jnovides 
the neat, llKMigh frugal meal, — regulates die 
duties of the day, and smiles away its cares ? 
— -Th0 active, the useful Serena. Who bends 
over the sick couch of an aged father, aod 
speaks comfort to an anxious mother's heart 1 
-—The gentle Serena, 

And is all tbw possible?— My yoodtfri 
read«9, b^ assured it is : be assured, that yoo 
can erery one of you prove a Felix or a 
Serena \ that, whatev^er be your faults, jm 
can conquer them; whatever your rirtuei, 
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yoa maj' improre them-. — make, then, tbe 
•xperioMnt Fot your own sskes — (at tbe 
nka of mil that are dear to you — make tbe 
ezpemncDt. It caonot fail of success. Tbe 
very oideavor will bestow joy. For, bear in 
joar minds, and never let it escape Irom your 
nMmoriefl — that you need only be Always 
Good> and then you will assuredly be AlwaTS 
Hatpt. 
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